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Tothe Chriſtian Reader: 


ec F any man would know the Pa I 
& tron of this diſcom ſe , let bim'on- 
4 derſtand that it belongs to Eve- 
? ry body. For there 19 not a man 
DZ pndey on ,bee bee King, or 
| Subict, Noble or Ignoble, 
Barbarian than Bond or Free, but lines was: 
vordably vade the law of. Death , and within the 
Paleof Eternity, New as all men arecquall inroled 
into this book of Eternity ſo muſt they of conſequence 
be equally intereſſed im this diſcourſe. Therefore I 
commend theſe ſhort eMeditations of a long Eternit y 
for the fauour of proteEHion ( asin riobt the ey afper” 
tame) to Every body. "But will every one ccunte- 
3 nance 


rape - 


Romy 


To the Chriſtian Reader. 


nance them with afr friendly welcome? Cert: inely ſuch 
entertainement may rather bje wiſht of nb 
Thu Exernity ( whanf Ltreat) fnde 
fart but ſlender countenance,and cold = 
oy  ſonnes of men. For where ts the man of ſo ſetled 
well compoſed temper that can fix and terminate bis 
thoughts vpon that everlaſting ſtate which abides 
bim inthe life tocome? That can orderl ly frame , and 
readily difpoſe bis beart to ſearch into it , aud his 
tongue to diſcourſeof it , and bit will to affe(t it? I 
doubt not but flaſhes of Eternity , and tranſient 
thoughts thereof doe often ſwimme im the brame , and 
ſfiraggle about the heart of # ſenſuall worldling ; but 
there they lodge not they ' take not Vp their ref The 
conetous man ſoone firangles them in his mony bagges, 
the drunkard drownes them in but fall cups , the ept- 
cure ſ wallowes them with his dainty and ſuperfluous 
fare,every man mhis way friues to keepe that from 
bis heart here , which hee cannot poſſubly deliuer bis 
ſoule from bereafter, his endleſſe eternity, Thus are 
we vnhappilys ingenious todeceaue our ſelues,witty to 
invent new waies,to put off the melancholy conſulera- 
tionof the euillday We plod daily onward towards 


our long bore but we thinke not of any recknings till 
we 
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we come t0 0ur 10urnes end; wee feare not the pit, till 

we be irreconerably plunged intoit , wee never knowe 

the true worth of time,nor prize to the deſert, our gol- 

den houres , ontill they bee everlaltingly /o5t and 

one, and then , alas, thoſe pretious dayes which wee 

/ is prodigaliy expended inthe /ubls of our fieſh, and 
vanity of our eye,we ſhall infmutelydeſwe to redeeme, 

(were it poſſible ) even with teares of blood. Oh then 


whoſoeuer thou art examine with due care the ſlate of 


thy ſaule: if thy luſt be thy life, and tby ſenſuality thy 
i0y,then gull not thy ſoule with bope of pardon. Ima. 
gine not to finde two beaYens, one vfon earth ,anotber 
aboue it Aſſure thyſelfe , though thou make with the 
E agle thy neſt on bygh , and. ſeas thy habitation as it 
were inthe cloudes yet thy bighneſſe will not free thee 
from the ftroakof death, nor deliuer hy ſoule from the 
nethermo$t bell. Thus if there be any mun ſo pPnmerci- 
full to bis ſoule,that ( notwithſtanding all that ts or 
ſhall be ſaid) will deſperatly on in Fi curſed way; 


I ſay no more but this; He that is filthy, let bim be jil- 
thy till. Fbeſmazt of this Eternity , they that will 
not beltenr fhallfeile, © | 
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The Contenrs of the firſt Booke. 


Containing an Introduttion to the enſuing diſcourſe 
Containing a —_— of Erernity , with abriefe 
declaration / the nature and condition of it. 
E xpreſcing ow all men doe naturally {eleeue this 
Erernity. 
Explaining how nature hath repreſem:d and ſha- 
dowed out Eternity to vs in ſome of the Creatures. 
Containing __ digreſcion touching the Eternity 
of the damned. 
Wherein the queſtion is axſeres . whereforea fi- 
nite ſinne is recompenſed with an infinite puniſh- 
ment? Wherein alſo is farther ſhewed that the 
Severity of Gods Iuſtice therein , doth no way di. 
miniſh the greatneſſe of his Mercy. 


The Contents of the ſecond Booke. 


Containing an Exhortation ts Holincfle, grounded 
. pox the conſideration of Eternity. 

Shewing that there is no other way , nor poſſible 
meanes to attaine #8 the true Fternity , but by a con- 
fident af fiance pon the Meicy of God 1» Chrilt. 
Certaine concluſions drawne from the ſerious and 
devout conſiderationof Eternity. 


THE FIRST CHAPTER 
Containing an Introduttion to the enſuing Diſcourſe. 


Here is nothing can fully Feciſti nos ad 
ſarisfie the —_ of Man tm 
but that which is aboug cor noſtrum 
man,all the treaſures and _ requi- 
riches vnder Heaven can- Ang libs. Conf 
not make vp a proporti- c4.1, 
onable obje&t for the 

xi loulc. For that which 

| muſt terminate the de- 


fires of {o excellent and 


divine a nature , muſt bee 

ofa correſpondent & like condition with ir,thar is,in- 
finite and immortall.Now no ſublunary bleſſings ex- 

tend thus farre: All worldly happineſſe , and carthly 

| delights haue their changes , and haue their death. 
They are ſhort in their continuance, and yncomforta- 
ble in their end. For they leaue vs, when we leaue the 
world, and they nothing availe vs in the day of triall, 

when our bodies ſhall deſcend into the ſlunue vally,& 
) our ſoules returne to Godthat gaue them,then all the 
| A choicelt 
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choiceſt comtorts of this life glide away from vs as 
theſtreame,and the ſunne of ourioy will let tor ever. 
Our beautic wherein wee haue ſo much prided our 
{clues , ſhall rurne into rotrenneſſe, our murth into 
wormewood,ourgtory into duſt, Now if this bethe 
condirion,it ſuchrhe ſtare of ourbeſt pleaſing conten- 
tations here below, how vndiſcreerly,improuident of 
our ſoules welfare ſhould we be,to bound our affei- 
ons onthethings of this world , what amadneſſ+be. 
yondadmiration,were it invs,totrifle outourtime,to 
waſte and weare out our moſt pretious daies inthe va- 
nities vnderthe ſunne, as if God had placed vs here 
on earth, like the Leviathan in the Sca , totake our 
paſtimein ir; to ingulfe our ſoules into the ſenſuall 
pleaſures of this life,as if we had neither hope nor ex- 
peRation of a life tocome, whatan intollerable ſtupi- 
ditie were it, for the ſhort fruition of a momentary 
content here, to plunge our ſclues for everlaſtingnes 
into a ſea,as it were of fire and brimſtone, where wee 
ſhall ſee no bankes,and feele no bottome. Me thinkes 
the ſerious conſideration hereof, ſhould even cut the 
hearr,and damp the mirth , and wound the very {oule 
of the moſt glorious and ſclte. pleaſing worldling, 
whoſe lifeis nothing buta change. of recreations , to 
thinke vpont his fading ſtate, his flowing condition, his 
declining ioy, his dying life, and endlefſe crernitie, to 
fee howall things in him,and abour him goe ſpeedil 
forward na moſt ſenſible declination to behold wit 
his cies, how his goods,and his greatneſſe,his linings, 
and his life, and all the moſt pretious delights which 
his fenſuall heart enioycs , are/already winged as it 
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were for their flight , and muſt ſhortly bid him an e- 
verlaſting farwell. And then what ſhall bee his ſtay, 
where ſhall be his ſhelrer , what will remaineto bee 
done,but with that ſad and diſconſolate Heathen, to 
ſhut vp all in that hopeleſle and helplefſc lamentation, 
Anxius vixi , dubius morior , hen quo vado, I haue 
f{quandred out my life in anvnfruitfull way , I haue li- 
ved vnreſoluedly, and dic doubtfully , andnow whe- 
ther away O my ſoule,woe is thee and alas for ever- 
more. Andſuch is the bitrer cloſe , and vncomforta- 
ble ende; of all thoſe who goe deſperately onin the 
waies of their hearts,and in the ſight of their cies, and 
make not God their ſtrength ; _ their excellen- 
cy mount vp to the heauens( faith 10 ) and their heads 
reach vntothe cloudes, yer ſhall they periſh for ecuer 
astheir doung , and the eye which hath ſeene them 
ſhall doe ſono more, ob. 20. 6. O then how deepely 
doth it concerne vs,to raiſe vp our defires tothings a- 
boue,to fix our hearts vpon the true rocke, to drawe 
our waters of comfort from the euerliuing fountaine, 
to truſt ſo much more onGod, by how much we haue 
lefle on earthto truſt ro. Now for our better incou- 
ragementtothis dutie, and to the end wee may the 
more eafi y vnlooſe our afteRtions from the imbrace- 
ments of this world, it will not bee vnworthy our la- 
bour to meditate a while vpon the nature of that 
Erernitie which doth vnavoidably abide for vs either 
in horror or happineſle in the life to come. 
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CHAP. II. 


Containing adeſcription of Eternitie,with abricfe 


declaration of the nature and condition of it. 


| Ternitie is an infinite, endlefle , botromelefle 
gulte, which no line can faddome , no ume can 
reach,no age canextendto, no.tongue can ex- 
preſle, It is. a duration-alwaics preſent ,. a being al. 
waies in being,jt is one perpetuall day,which ſhall ne- 
ver ſeean Evening. Infinite are- the de{criptions of the 
Ancients,anddi vers their expreſſions , touching this 
Ercrnitie. The Egyptians conceiuing that God was 
ercrnall , and: his _y and being to bee properly 
rearmed Eternitie, repreſented rhe diuine power by a 
Circle, which had neither beginning nor end.. And 
hence it was thatthe Ancient Romans crected Tem. 
ples which they dedicated rotheir Sods ina circular 
hgure. Thus Nums Pompilius deuored a round Tem- 
= tothe Maieſtie of Yeſts. And Auguſtus Ceſar the 
kein honour of all the Gads : Pythagoras the better 
ro expreſle that God was etcrnall ,, commanded his 
Schollersthat ſa oft as they, accommodated them- 
felues.tothe worſhipof God,they ſhould turnethem- 
ſelues round: The Turkes.eucry morning aſcend into 
an high Tower built in the faſhion of the Feyprian 
Pyramides,where they deuoutly,ſaluterheir Godand 
Mahomer, crying with alowd and roaring voice, De- 
us ſemper fuit ſemperg, erit, God alwaies hath beene, 
and euer will be. Mercurius Triſmegiſtxs,the moſt ta- 
mous among the Philoſophers, repreſented God the 
truc 
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true Eternitie by an intelleuall (pheare, whoſe Cen. 
rep was euery where,but without any circumference, 
becauſe he was the beginning andende of all things, 
not bounded within any compaſſe,nor terminated in 
any limits .It was an vſuall cuſtome among the Naſo- 
mons , an ancient people in Africa, thatthey covered 
todye fitting,and would alwaic be buried in the ſame 
poſture ſttting-in Cells ynderneath the earth, and this 
thgy did to fignifie by that vnmoueable geſture, that 
they ſhould now ſing a requiem from the bulineſle of 
this troubleſome world, and. had now. ariucd at. the 
haucn of eternall quietnefſe: Thus. we ſee how theſe 
miſerable heathen who had no other light but nature, 
no 0:her guide butthole lame and ray 1 princi- 
ples,which were leftinthenr after the fall , did not- 
withſtanding according to their broken and weake 
apprehenſions , tire out themſelues in the expreſſion 
of Eternitic, and how eucr they were vahappily igno- 
rantin the waies of God in this life, yer they earneſtly 
labourcdto know what ſhould become of rhemſclues 
hereafter,and to finde out the ſtare of the life tocome: 
Oh how iuſtly might I (were it notadigreſſhion}) rake 
vpalamentation anddeplore the wretched condition 
of ourtimes, how ſhort doe wee fall, euen of the per- 
tc&ion of Heathens, what man is there. amougſt- vs, 
that caſteth forth ſo much as a thought vponEcernity? 
wee liue here as if there were nolite hereafter. Our 
Earth is our Heauen ,and our pleaſures ,. our Para- 
dice,we crowne our heads with roſe buds, wee cate of 
the fat,and drinke otthe ſweer,and ſay in our hearts, 
no cuill ſhall happento vs , 1 yet when we hauc age 
3 all, 
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all, Omnes humane conſolationes ſunt deſolationes , 
Hearts eaſe will not growein this earthly garden, the 
true reſt willnot be found , butin the true place, the 
eternal! Hieruſalem , ſound and entire contentment 
hath no rooting inthis-world. For as onchath it ex- 
.« Diſpene & cellently *® diſpoſe 8 marſhall all things to thine own 
ordina omni hearts defire,yet ſhalt thou (doe what thou can(t){till 
lecundu %. meet with ſome croſſe or preſure inthe way. Since it 
dere, & non'is ſo, let vs not then determinate our aftetionwin 
invenics, aiG theſe earthly things, which are of no continuance, but 
ur por a. let vs {end our hearts before vs to thoſe heavenly 
bere,aurſpon manſions where they ſhall be crowned with tulneſſe 
reant invice  Ofhappineſſe, and ſhall ſwimme in ſtreames of plea- 
ſemperiave- {ures tor evermore. Certainely there is no true reſt 
nics, butchat which iseternall, & the ſweeteſt refreſhment 
our ſoules can finde in this world , conſiſts in the ſeri- 
ous meditation ofthe ioyes to come, in devoting our 
{clues andall we haue to his ſeruice, from whom wee 
haue them, intruſting to him, and relying on him, for 
out of God the ſoule findes no reſting place to ſer her 
foot on,butevery where ſtormes and waues , death 8& 
hell abide her,when we haue improued our content- 
ments to the very height of our defires, when we haue 
attained as much happineſſe as the world cangiue vs, 
yetthen may we bc cut off perchance in the midſt of 
our daies,when our breaſts are full of milke, andour 
bones full of marrow,or ſuppoſe we ſpinne the thred 
of ourliferoa longer day, and God crowne vs here 
with the bleſfings of his left hand , the comforts of 
this life, and length of yeares, yea though all things fa- 
vour our longerconrinuance mthis world , yet 1nthe 
cnd 
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end time and age will ruine vs, Wee fhall bring our 

ycares to an end, like a tale thar is told,and ſhall vaniſh 

away like a ſhadow,though we live many yeares, and 

| in them all we reioice,yct inthe end we ſhall remem- 

| ber the daies of darknefle,ſaith Solomon , and the tune 

| ſhall come thatthe eye which ſaw vs , ſhall ſce vsno 

more. * The Sunne lers,and rifethagaine, but wealas Soles occide- 
when ourglaſſe is runne,and the ſhort gleame of our nt hn. 
| lommers day is ſpent, ſhall neuer returne till our laſt cumoccider, 

| ſummons, when the dead ſhall heare the voice of the _ _ 

| ſonne of God , and they that heare it ſhall liuc , and erpew 


Oe perpetuo vna 
come forth of theirgraues,thev that haue done good dormicada 


to the reſurreion of life, and they that haue done e- © 
vill tothe re{urreion of condemnation,both to Ercr- 
| nitic,and then ſhall follow that large day,rhat ſhall ne- 
| ver ſhutin,that infinite continuation bf time that ſhall 
ncuerend, that vnlimited Eternirie , vhich ever hath 
beene,and is,and will be the ſame for cuer , when rhe 
yunne ſhall no more yeeld her light by day , northe 
Moone her brightneſſe by night, but God ſhall be our 
light,and the Lord our glory. But oh the vnhapp 
condition of our age, whois there that ponders thele 
things with adigeſied meditation , that lookes into 
the ſtate of his foule with a ſerious eye, that examines 
his conſcience , vnvaileth his heart, and confidereth 
his waies. That endeauours to lay a good foundati- 
on for the time ro come., wee ſtand at the doore of 
Erernme,and while we live, we are euery day entring 
into it,t's but a ſtroake of death & we are gone , even 
in a moment,and whether? from our ſhort and fading 
dclights, to an endleſle, eaſclefle gulfe , where our 
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worme-ſhall never die , nor our fre ſhallncuer cur. 
Now letatl thoſe who ſwim in the ſtreames of their 
vepagiatincte pune far from them the evill day, 
who labour to cxpell from their hearts , and to ſtifle 
in che bud the ſad conſideration of their approaching 
infelicities,let them-(I ſay) knowe, that they may fall 
into this vaſt gulte of Eternitic , when they leaſt ſu- 
{pe itz into which when once they haue vnhappily 
plunged rhemſelues,they may defire redemption, fur 
Poſtqanm {hall not finde it. * Itſhall be one of their torments, to 
iſtinc exceli know they ſhall never be out of torment. All the gold 
pane of Ophercannot purchaſe them one minute of relicte 
Jows, nullus from their vnexpreſſible miſeries. But now,cuen now 
latisf>@ionis 1; the jubile,now is the accepted time, now is the pro- 
—— mulgationof pardon, there remaines nothing for our 
parts,but to ſue it forth , we need not many hundred 
. of yearesor number of daies to redeeme our miſpent 
time,and to waſh out our contracted pollutions, no, 
one day,may through Gods gratious tavour , and lo- 
ving indulgence, procure more mercy hexe,then Eter. 
nitic oftime may obtaine hereafter, one ſightrom a 
true {orrowfull bn here , ſhall prevaile to diſcharge 
1norc debts, then infinite ages ſhall acquir or ſatisfie 
tor hereafter, Here God withpatience expects our 
repentance,but if we abuſc his forbearance and come 
not in , hereafter with trembling wee ſhall abide his 
judgement: 
$6 vs therefore be wiſe in time , and remember 
our creator in the daics of our youth, beforcthe evill 
daies come, and the yeares approach, wherein wee 
ſhall lay,we hate ho pleaſure inthem , before our duſt 
returne 
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returneinto the wombe from whence it came , and 
our lungs be locked vp into the breſtleſle carth , be- 
fore that black and gloomy day,the day of death and 
diſlolutienappeare to vsthe which (it our timely re- 
pentance here prevent not our doome) willſeale vp 
our ſoules to eternall darknefle. Let vs confider that 
whereſocuer we are, whatſocucr wee goe about, wee 
and cuery minute of our time in the glorious pre- 

{ene of an* incomprehenſible maieſtic, whoſe bright 
and moſt piercing eye, is ten thouſand times clearer 
then the Sunne,who knows all hearts, ſees allaRtions, 
vnderftands all councells., viewes all perſohs, there's 

nota word in the tongue, not a thought in the heart, 

not a ſparke of luſt in the leſh,though neuer lo ſoftly 
blowne,and {ecrertly kindled,but he beholds it altoge - 
ther, he is all careto hearezall handco puniſh, & when 

and where he pleaſc,all power to proteR,andall grace 
to pardon, he that findes not his mercy-;ſhall feele his 

tury:and who amongſt vs can dwell with devouring 

fire, who amongſt vs can dwell with everlaſting bur- 

nings? 


CHAP, IIL 


E xpreſiing how all men doe naturally 
beleene this E ternity. 


Ithin theſe. hundred yecares many nations 
hauc bcene diſcouered and many aredifco- 
vered til which were vnfound in former 
ages. Amongſt them ſome haue beene found to liuc 
without law, without King > but yernone withour 
nb ſome 


Immanifeſtus 


omnia autern 
maniteſtans 
per omnia oh 
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ſome knowledge of God, and of lome everlaſting be- 
ing in'the world ro come. \Wharmoucd the 8rack- 
wans in India,and the <Magies amongſt the Per frans, 
tro begin and end their vndertakings with prayers to 
God? What moucd Pablias Scipio never toener into: 
the Senate houſe before he had aſcended rhe _ 
avowing that principle as conſtantly in his practiſe as 
hedid in his knowledge , A love principium? What 
made Caligsla (which rhrearned the airc it it rathed 
on his game-plaies)yet,torunnevnder his. bed ,” and 
wrap his.cappe abour his headat a clap of thunder? 
Whar moued Arti/livs Regulus ( who had no other 
teacher then a naturall illumination ) to-preferre the 
obligation of his oath before the fatty of his lite,and 
rather then he would breake his ingaged word and 
promiſe tothe Carthaginians , expole himiclte to all 
the torments that the cruelty and malice of his eni- 
mies could inflict vpon him? what mouedrhe Sagun- 
times a _ of Arragowto that vndaumed reſoJuti- 
on of theirs, who.having plighted their faith and loy- 
alty by ſolemne oath tothe Romans , choſe rather ro 
enrombe themſclues voluntarily ina fire which they 
made in their Marker place,thento breake their faith 
tothe ſaid Bomans:which they bac{ofolcmnly fivore 
and ſacredly avowed vnder their protection? what, I 
ſay, could moue theſe mcere naturaliſts. to ſuch a 
tearevt anoarh;ro fuch atrembling at Gods judge- 
mems;tofuch auſtericy,and care , and eng 
cumſpeRion mall cheiy wajes and aRjons, bur that 


they 09787, roi they rraly & diftin- 
aly vo not,viX: Some immoral appine 
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and everlaſting being? and this they conceaued was 
beyond the nn Dy aboue them,or in ſome 0- 
ther world,they knew not where , according as their 
ſeverall fanciesled them. 

Certainely they would never hauc ſo much vnder- 
valued their earthly contentments , and fold all the 
comforts of this life(as ſome of them did) at fo cheap 
a rate, butthat they truſted to ſome future reſt of 
mage enduring ſubſtanceafter this life,and comforta- 
bly cd the immorntall fruition of fuch ioycs as 
ſhould abundantly countervaile the lofle of all their 
pleaſures. When I revolue in my minde the Srorcall 
reſcruedneſſe, the moderation,rhe vnconquerablecou- 
rage of theſe miſerable Heathens,when Lice Cleambro- 
is in hope of immorralitieto tumble himſelte vo- 
luntarily + nc a hill, when 1 ſee Socrates {mile vpon 
his hemlocke,and fullen Scevels burne off his owne 
hand without cuer gnaſhing his teethat ir , when I ſee 
Marcws Cato ſcorne his owne life becauſe his enimie 
gore him,and reare off the ſalue from his bleedi 
ides, which his owne ſword had peirced- When 
thus behold theſe vahappy ſoules in the light of na- 
ture,to conquer naturen ſclfe,andto build theſe their 
relolutions vp6 no other ground bur the flender hope 
of ſomevnknowne contentment in the life ro come, 
me thinkes theſe magnanimousaRts of rheirs howeuer 
they are not for the unitationof vs Chriſtians,yet doc 
they tend to our condemnation. Their hope did ex- 
cced their knowledge,8 our knowledge doth exceed 
our pratiſe, God hathrevealed to vsrheimmorrality 


of the ſoule,and the erernity rocome, in a farre more 
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. cleare and profpicuous manner,then cuer tothe hea- 
then Idolaters,and yet wel fle regard it: what ſhoald 
more affect vs here fince our life is but a-yapour, then 
to knowe what ſhall become of vs hereafter? and yet 
the confiderationhercof lies like a waight of lead vp- 
on our foules; and we iudge the very: thought hereot 
a burthen. Wee readily apprehend ſuch things as con- 
cerne vsin this world: our honours, our pretermcnts, 
our pleaſures; we looke on with a cheerefull eycaburt | 
alas with. how flow and dull a pace doe we procced in | 
the purſuitot our furure bleſledneſſe? wee meet with. 
many ſtops in-our way,many:. turnings in our journey: 
and the truth is wee muſt not expe to arriueat 10 
happy a hauen without ſome ſtormes.; but what are 
cheſs to-Erernitie that long day that ſhall ncuer ſhut in; 
that vnum perpetuum hodte,that beginning ever in be= {| 
ginning,in whichthe bleſſed doe euerlaſtingly enioy 
their happineſſe,and renew their pleaſures., and the 
damned are alwaics dying yet never dye? O thatthe 
meditationofthis our future ſtate could finke dee 
enough into our hearts, that we would make that the 
obie& of Qurthoughts here,which muſt be the obieR 
of ouraccounts hereafter,that the ſenſe of our finnes 
were the chiefe matter of our ſforrawes , then ſhould 
we enioy aneternitie hereafrer boundleſſe for time, - 
endlefſe for happineſſe , where our ioyes ſhould bee 
{uchas ſhould neither change nor periſh. 


CHAD. 


of Etermatie. 


C AP.IVc.:; 


Explaining how Nature hath repreſented and 
ſhaddowed ont Eternity tows inſome 
of t he creatures, 


Ow to the end wee ſhould bee the farther en- 
N conraged ynto the inquifition of eternity, 
s * God hath nor only planted the knowledge 
hereof inthe hearts of the Heathens but hath alſo re- 
preſented ir inthe nature of the creatures. For if wee 
fearch with a narrow eye into the ſecrets of nature, 
how many things ſhall wee finde in the world, as 
lively reſemblances, ſhadowing as ir were, and rrace- 
ing out vnto vs this cternity? Solinws reports of a 
ſtone in Arcadia which being once inflamed burnes 
rpetually. And of this matter were your burning 
ampes made, which coutinued (as H#iſffortes ſpeake) 
fo many hundreth yearesin ancient Sepulchers. Like 
herevnto in the nature of it is your Linwm vivum, a 
ceitaine kindeof linnen knowne in 1ndre which is. 
vncombuſtible, nay itis not only, not-conſumed' by 
thefire butt isas it were cleanſed and/waſhed: & pu- 
rified by the heate thereof; and' hence it was that. rhe 
body of theancient Romane Emperors when they were 
to be buried according to the funeral! rites of thoſe 
times, wereſhrouded vpinto- fuch linnen to-preſerue 
their aſhes and to avoide aconturfion and mixture of 
their bodies with common duſt; 
Behold, herenatureirſelfefuggeſts an- eternity to 
thy ſoule, while it prefentsto thee ſuch things as = 
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fire cannot conſume, many other ſuch Symboles and | 
repreſentations of immortality may bee found in the | 
booke of the creatures. The Salamander liucth inthe 
fire and periſheth not, thoſe famous hills in S7c:ly 

+ haue beene on firecancinually, beyond. the memor 
of man, and yet remaine whole and vncon(! bes 
The like we reade, of that 0lewm incombuſtibile (as 
Hiſtorians call it) an oyle that ever burnes, but will | 
never waſte, & of the matter of this was that burngng | 
torch compoſed, which was fouud in T»lliola,daugh- | 
ter of Cicero her ſepulcher: which continued burnin 

fifreene hundreth yeares. Theſe and many other ſhad. 

dowes and traces ofcternity, God hath vouchlated vs 
to ſtirre vp our dead and drowly heartsto a more ex- 

a&t inquiſition and ſerious confideration of the time 
1 tocome, For inthe booke of the creature wee may | 

ſeethe power of the Creator and out oftthele particu- | 
lar workes of his we may vnderſtand that, that God 
which hath cadowed nature with: ſuch admirable 
qualities cangiuethe fleſh alſo ſuch a condition, that 
it ſhallendure according to his mercifull diſpealation 
either torments or happinellc for evermore. 

Now then to draw all this to aniflue, ſince it is vn- 
doubtedly true that God hath providedan everlaſting 
being for the ſoules of men in the world to come: 
ſince he hath engrauen the knowledge hereof as with 
an Iran pen in the conlcicnces of the Heathen, fince he 
hath. giuen vs ſo many liucly, reſcmblances and tra- 
ces thereof in the ſecrets of nature, and in the workes | 
of hiscreation, Oh-haw ſhouldche meditation of this 
take vp ourdcepeſt thoughts, our rchneſt affections? 


how 
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how ſhould this cauſe vs to refle@vpon our-{oules; to 
ponders; our waics and with an vndazeleds and vitde- 
{cmabling eye Es ro trye and to defcry cleare- 
ly our owne ſtate,w r we bealready waſhed with 
the blood of Chriſt and cnliuened with a fupernaru- 
rall vigour.and lite of grace, or yer ly polkated in 
our owne blood? 

Oh, how canany man be at reſt and quiet in his 
mijpde, till he be aflured and ſecured inthis point;fince 
that yponut depend his everlaſting eftate in another 
world? our daies wee ſeeare-wouecn with a flender 
thred, ourtime ſhort, our end yncertaine, and when 
the oyle in our lampes is ſpent, and our glaſſe runne 
out, then «x nico, moments peades duplex eternitas, 
we fly in a momentiq an everlaſting being cither in 
horror or happineſſe, where wee ſhall recciue accor- 
ding to the workes of our hands. If wee hane appro- 
ved our {clues fincere in Gods ſervice, inft' our a&i- 
ons, diligentin our call $; faihfault'in onr promi. 
ſes, wee thall ther artainerhe end of onr faith; the (al- 
vation of our ſoules..and'rhe conſcience of our well 
tpenc lite, (hallat that diſmall day repleniſh our ſoules 
with abundance of confolations. 104g 

Then all our reares ſhall -bee (wiped from-oureyes; 
what we tlaue fowed inforrow, we ſtall reape inzoy, 
whenwe haue finiſhed our conrie & ended our com- 
bate with ſtnneand dearh- then thall-bur. crowne bee 
ſare,ourvidtory glorious, mdour triumph Errynd!), 
ourgraue burasa Bveer refreſhing place to our 
weariedbodies, and death ſhall beour day ftarre to 
. everlaſting brigluneſle, | 1: UTHEY 
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Bur on the other fide; if wee haue in the whole 
courſe of our warfare here., expended our pretious 
time inthe ſeryice of finne and Sathan, andcrambled 
away the beſt and choiceſt ot our yeares in the Juſts 
of the ficſh,and ſports of vanity ;rhen the iflue of all 
will be death, and our end deſtruction. Our mirth'wil 
be turned into wormewood , and our toy into heaut- 
neſſe: all our delights in this carth- ſhall vaniſh as the 
flower,our ſun ſhall ſet inacloud,and ourdaics ofzol- 
lity and contentationſhall irrecoverably be involucd 
andcurned into perperuall darkneſlc. 


CHAP. V. 


Containing a ſhort di#veſſion touching the 
etermty ofthe damned. — 


N D here irwillnotbe vnſcaſonable, norany 
digreſſion from the point in hand to con(ider 
> > withourſchues, for our better encouragement 
to the waies of holineſſe,che condition of tharererni- 
ty which the damned haucin hell. O the vahappy and 
everdeplorable ſtate of thoſe poore ſoules, who feele 
nothing tor the preſent bur wrath and vengeance, and 
cancxpcAa nothing to come but the vialls of Gods in- 
dignationto be powred on them in a fuller meaſure 


Nec qui t9r- for eyer after! And that which addes abundant 


== 


Nec qui tor- 


, eight to 9 theje RY Tnln they -- _ — nor 
eburiedin ther flames, burnot 
EY hae death, burdhall nor finde tt: 


quage - conan cy | 
hears, tHcy ſhall deſire it, but it ſhall flye- from them: their 
medicat.cap, 3- puniſhment conſiſts not inthe indurance of any -pro- 


per 
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per or peculiar paine, but in the accumulation 8 heap 
of innumerable rorments together. All the faculties 
of the ſoule,all the ſenſes of the body ſhall haue their 
ſeueral-puniſhments,andthat whichis more, vnlepa- 
rable,and more then thar,cternall: There ſhall bee ww 
degrees in their torments, bur the leaſt ſhal be infinite. 
For as the wrath and diſpleaſtre of God toward them 
is A ſhall their preſſures be. They enioy 
an ecornity like the Saints, but not the Saints erernty, 
for their crernity ſhall beginne in horror , and proceed 
in confuſton:rtheir eternity ſhall purchaſe and yeeld to 
them no other fruit bur yellings and lamentations, & 
woe. Their eternity is ſuch as turnes all things intoits 
owne nature - for allthings where the damned doe in- 
habit arceternall. The fire is eternall : forthe breath 
of God likea riuer of brimſtone hath kindled it , and 
it ſhall neuer goc out night nor day; but the ſmoake 
thereof ſhall aſcend for cuer. The wormeis erernall, 
forthe confcience of the damned ſhall be. everlaſting- 
ly rormented with the ſenſe of their finne; Their 
worme dieth not, ( ſaith the Prophet Jand their firene- 
ver goeth out. The priſon wherein they are incloſed 
15 erernall, The prayers of the Charch could openthe 
priſon doores to Peter,bur no prayers can pierce theſe 
walls,no power can ouerthrowe ther, no time can 
ruine them;our of Hell is no redemption,no ranſome, 
no deliuery, Cruciantur damnati, cruciantur in ater - 
»um. This isthe laſt ſentence of the nudge , his irrevo- 
cable decree, his immurabl. and erernall /#dgement 


vpon the damned , which ſnall nener bee reuerſed : Adefie incole. 


(0) 


* there isno appeale will - this Tedge ; there's inpetible. 
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no reverſing this judgement , whentheſemence is 
o'ce paſt it ſtands tor ererfety ; Hence ir was that the 
ancicnt { hurch repeated this {entence often in their di- 
vine ſervice, Peccantem me quotidie, & non me peniten- 
teas timor mortis conturbat me quiaininferno nulla eſt 
redemptio. Whilſt 1 daily finne bur repent not. dail 
as I ought,the teare of death amazerh me,becaule af. 
ter this life ended, out of hell is no redemprion. The 
blood of Chriſt ſhed on Golgotha, is tully ſufficient ro 
faue all man-kinde,butir belongs nor to the damned. 
If therefore the yoake ot repenrance {ceme not [ſweet 
to thee (ſaith St Bernard) thinke on that yoake which 
thou ſhalr be ſure ro ſuffer , which is. Goe yee curſed 
incocternal fire. Butthe moſt deplorable thing which 
is cternallin hell is,the irrevocable loflc of the beati- 
ficall preſence of Ged,the crernall priuation of Gods 
iight,the vncomfortable want whereof, doth more 
grieue their hearts, and v-ound their afflicted foules, 
then all cheir bodily rorments.. T hus wee feethe vn- 
py eſtate and condition of the damned inthe other 
world,and how the higheſt linke in all this chaine of 
ſorrowes, wherewith they are enuironed, is the miſc- 
rable perpetuitie of their roxrments ,, whentheir reſt- 
leſle hrs haue carefully runne through many 
thouſands of yeares, yet will they not then enioy one 
day,onclatle houre,one minute ofreſt and reſpjrati- 
on.Everlaſting darkneſle is their portion, they beginne 
and end alike , with weeping and gnaſhing of teeth. 
Nowkace this is certainely true, is it poflible that 
man ſhould be fo forgerfull of God and himſelfe? Can 
. ke fo farre degenerarc into a beaſt, and indurate into a 


ſtone 
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ſtone, as to read theſe things and not beleeuve them, 
or belceue theſe things and not to tremble? Can the 
knowledge of theſe things fwim in our braine wich. 
out a ſerious and ſound digeſtion of them into our 
hearts? when we ſce,and knowe, and belecue, thatin- 
explicable,crernall, endleſſe, caſcleſſe horrors , with- 
outtrue and vnfained repentance , abide vs hereafter; 
and onthe other fide we knowe not , nor can poſlibly 
diſcarne with how ſpeedy and ſwifta foot our end 
approacherth,nor how ſuddenly wee ſhall be uramo- 
ned rogiue the world our cuerlaſting farwell, How 
can ſo {ad and importanta conſideration as this, pol. 
{eſſe our thoughts and not torment them?or how can 
this chuſe butimbirter our deareſt pleaſures , & croſle 
our indulgenccto our ſenſuall afteftions? Did we but 
reaſona while with our ſoules,and euery one of vs in 
a particular application ſay within himſelfe: l amhere 
floating like a ſhip in the fa of this world ballaſed on 
every {ide with the cares and difquietings & preffures 
of this lite,and I ſayle on with Fll —_— towards the 
hauen of Eternity , one little blaſt ofdeath isable ro 
plunge me irrecoucrably into this bortomeleſle gale, 
where one houres torment will infinitely exceed (tor 
the painc of it)an hundred yeares bitter repentance. 
And ſhall I now thus ſtanding vpon the very battle. 
ments of hell,mclt in my delights, cheere vp my ſelte 
in the dayes of my youth, ſhall 1 ryre out tny ſpirits, 
trifle our my prerious time,rob mine eyes of their be- 
loued {leepe for ſuch things, to the which the time 


will come,when I muſt bid an cuerlaſting farewell ? 


Methinks the thorough medication of our future ſtare 
| C 2 ſhould 
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ſhould cuen {trengle our ſenſuall ioves.in vs, & with- 
drawe our hearts from the embracements of this 
world,efpecially when wee ſhall to our.endleſte ſor- 
row.vnderſtand,our deareſt contents muſt clole at the 
laſt in death and contufion,and all ourprecedent plea- 
ſures ſhall yeeld vs no other fruit but their bitter re- 
membrance to augment Qur ſorrowes. 


CAP. 6. « 
Wherein the queſtion i anſwered wherefore a finite 
finne, ts recompenſed with an infinite puniſh- 
ment, wherein alſo s farther ſhewed 
that the ſeverity. of Gods 
inſtice therein doth nowaie 
diminiſh the greatneſſe 
of his. mercy. 


 T OW hereariſcth LH to bee reſolved; 

- how comes it to paſle, that our mercifull and 

' gratious God, who is ſo infinite in his good- 

nefſe and-ſo abundant inhis loue , whoſe praiſes rhe 
Prophet Davidamplifiesin his 136. plalme, twenty 
ſeaucn times together, with this concluſion; for his 
mercy endareth forever, how can it ſtande, rhar this 
our God, whole mercy is thus exalted aboue all his 
workes, ſhould berhus inftnirely- mercifull , and'yer 
ſoinfinitely iuſttoo, asro inflict vpon a finite finne 
aninfinite puniſhment,that he ſhould continue milli. 
ons of yeares, yea to-everlaſtingneſſe, in the avenge- 
ment of thoſe finnes/ which were commitred as it 
were1na moment of time, ſothat hee who hath ot- 
fended 
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fended buttemporally, ſhould bee bonnd co ſuffer 

paineseternally?I an{were, wee ſhall tufficiently vin. 

dicate and cleare God's righteous: dealing rowards vs 

herein, ifwee meaſure his iuſtice but by our owne 

rules:* for doth any law proportion out 'the time of S:e'us non 

puniſhment tothe time only in which the offence is TFapors con: 

commited, and ſo meaſure the continuance of the - rr 

pennalty by the time of the faule ? Shall the priſo. maganudine 

ner lyeno longer inthe Goale, then he is committing — 

his villanie? Doe not wee here amongſt vs often ſec viee:. D# bs, 

ſome offences which were ſuddenly thought of fand **<411. 

as ſoone execured, yet puniſhed with endlefle date- 

Iſle baniſhments, which in compariſon to this life 

beare a proportion with eternity ?' Now if the wil-. 

dome of man doth follow ths rule in proportioning 

of puniſhments, weighing offences by the towlenes of 

the fa, Shallwee denie Godthe righteous 1ndge of 

all the world the fame liberty: overthe workes of his 

owne hands* Againe if this will-not fatisfie our in- 

quiſitiue mindes, lervs but rake our owne hearts to 

taske, and fifte them ro the bottome, and imparrially 

weigh twhat'a world of: pollution and deceipte. and 

perverſeneſſe is lodged in them, and:then certainely 

wee ſhall inde matter enoughagainſt our ſclues with. 

out farther inquiry for ourendlefſe condemnation: 

ourowne conſciences will teſtify to che confuſion of 

our facts, thaviuſtis the Zord,and iuſt'are his Indge- 

ments,thatallthe waies of rhe Lord are mercy and ;u, —_— <4 

truth,” that his grace isnot vniuſt nor his Inſtice cru. crudels poceſt 

ell: Adde herevnto thar the fault of irs owne nature —— 

is infinite, becaulc it isa Rk an infinite m_ Detlb.34,6.18. 
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{ty? Gods Iuſtice being infinite, the violation chereof 
by finne muſt needs contra an infinite debr; becauſe 
in finning we rob God of his glory, which wee muſt 
needs repaic him againe: Now the ſatisfation of 
an infinite debt, muſt aceds bee infinite either in re- 
ſpect oftime or meaſure; And becaule a finite veſlell 
is notable to hold orcom an infinite wrath 
foraſmuch as wee cannot beare Gods indignation, 
propter _—_ deloris,, wee muſt of neceſiity 
latisfie his luſtice, duratrone temporis; the long con- 
rinuance of our ſufferings maſt ſupply what is want- 
ing in the weighr of our puniſhments. Againe he that 
dies in his finne without repentance,offends as much 
as if he had ſinned eternally , quia ommts peccator eft in 
aternum, fi in eternum vixiſſet, in aternum peccaſſet; 
#.e. had hee lined , his finne had extended 


Peccandi voz £O the length of his daies * fora man ſooner ceaſerhto 


luntatem non liue-thento louc his finnc, and 'therefaxe God ma 
amilit ed d 
tam» Greg, 4 


"- juſtly after many thouſand yeares torments in Hel 


iterate their torments tothe damned: becauſe it th 
had longer abode in their finfull ticſh, they would ſti 
haueperperuated their fantull tranſgreſhons. Oh let 
not then ſinfull fleſh contend with its maker, ler not 
vs pryc into; the heavens, -nor curiouſly ſearch 
=_ lecrets _— "-Gods will, to _ a "wy 
the obligation of afinner to perpetuall puruſhment, 
but —— lowlines of our heartes cric out with 
Daniell, © Lord rightcouſnefle belongs vntothee, but 
to'vs ſhame, e wee haue rebelled againſt 
thee: let vscaſt downe; our ſoules atthe foote of his 
gracc, and kumbly acknawlcdge inthe ſence af na 
| efor- 
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detormiries, that juſt is the Zord,& juſtare his judge- 
ments. Our weake' vnderftandings can no_ way fa- 
thomethe depth of his counſells; his wifdome is 'vn- 
ſearchable and all his waies are trnth:bur did we truly 
apprehend the nature of our finnes, wee would never 
rcpine at the weight of Gods Tudgemems,for whereas 
God made mana noble creatirre, both beanrifull and 
glorious, and after ſtamped on him his owne Image, 
righteouſneſſe and true holinefſe, how ſtrangely harh 
his ſinne diſrobed him of all his exceMlencics, whar 
rebellion hath it ſcrled inall his members,whar ſtaines 
and pollutions hath it wrought "in all his faculties? 
It is our finne which hath vnioyrited the confedera- 
cies and focicties of the dumbe creatures, and hath 
armed them with an antipathy'@nd rebellion one a- 
gainſtanother. Ir is finne which barh ſo ſtrangely al. 
tered the mannersand conditions of onr times, that 
hath turned mens browes imo brafle, and their hearts 
mto ſtones, and their hahds into: blood, and their 
mro Scorpionsir. Is fin which hath wroaghr 
{uch aconfufion and Chaos in all things vnder the. 
Sunne, which hath changed trath into flactery, fub- 
{tances into formes,nature intoarte,decency into new 
fanglednefle, renting of hearts into curring of gar- 
ments. Ir is finne] fay which in this our age hath 
difloluedthole (weete obligations of peace and cor- 
refpondeney, which were fribtrly knitte berweene 
our neighbour nations, and mſtcede thereofhath ſent 
in, fire and {\word'amongſ themy& thar harh rowled 


vp within theſe few yeares fominy Noble fpirics in 
tholc pareginro dloodand deſtrweHion. And ally 
is 
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is our {intharſhall at that laſt & dgeadfull day ru'2E 
the very Elements into fire, andthe whole frame of 
this world withall the things therein, into their pri- 
mitiue Chaos and Originall-Contuſion. 

Oh that wee did ſeriouſly conſider of, and ſound- 
ly digeſt the meditation of theſe things! For had 
wee but hearts to vnderſtande, and eyes to fee the 
deformity of our ſinnes.and did vnpartially compare 
the ſtaine and pollution of them with the purengſſe 
of Gods nature, andthe brightneſle of his Maieſty, 
how ſhould wee be confounded in our ſoulcs, with 

the ſightof our-ownefilthinefſe? How ready ſhould 
webe ratherto admire Gods patience then queſtion 
his ſeverity? How-ſhould wee tremble at his glorious 
preſence; and-dread his. power, aud iuftly feare what 
wee haue worthily deſerued, -his everlaſting iudge- 
ment, ſince our pollutions haue moved him to ab- 
horrethe workes of his owne hands and to diſtaine 
the beauty of his owne creation? But if now onthe 0- 
ther ſide wee adviledly looks into Gods gratious pro. 
ceedings towards vs, and his louing indulgence in 
reſtraining his incenſed diſpleaſure, notwithſtanding 
our infinite provocations, and inſhewing vs a way to 
eſcape his fury; I know not'whether wee ſhall finde 
greater cauſe to yihdicate his juſtice, or admire his 
Dann. mercy.For true itis, as ſaith Saint .A4guſtine, * Soc 
makum nun- 'Good1s our God, that he ryould never bauc ſuffered vs 
gaam ſineret 'to fall had nothis power bene ſuch, that hee could 
—_— PP* extract marter ourof our finfulneſſe to advance his 
veex malo Owneglory.Oh how vnſcarchable, how botomleſſe, 
wn pn bow ſurpaſſing theapprehenſion of men and Angells 
; is 
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is the lone of God towards vs! whither can wee goe? 
which way can weecaſt our eyes, where wee ſhall 
not behold the admirable toote-ſteps of his mercy? 
It wee looke vpward, his mercy reacheth vnto the 
Heavens, faith David: If downeward, they that goe 
downe into the deepe ſee the wonders of God, faith 
the ſame Prophet,and his mercies in the great waters, 
If round aboutvs, thofe that pur their truſt in the 
Lord, mercy embraceth them on every fide. And 
henceit is that the Apoſtle Saint Paul ro the Epheſe. 
ans, ſodiverſly amplifies the loue of God in ſeverall 
places of that Epiſtle, by ſundry appellations or ept. 
thites, as his lou, his greateloue, his abundant loue, 
his loue paſſing knowledge: againe, the riches of his 
glory, the riches of his grace,the riches of his mercy; 
God who is mercifull {airhthe Apoſtle, who is rich 
in mercy through his loue , his great loue , even 
when wee were dead by finneshath quickned vs to- 
gcther in Chriſt Eph.2.4. 

The Apoſtle alſo in the ſame Epiſtle and firſt 
chapterexpreſſeththe Lord,great in his power,abun- 
dant in his wiſdome, bur rich, excecding rich in his 
mercy. And why rich in mercy only? Is notthe Lord 
rich in Angel{s,rich inthe Sains,richinthe Heavens? 
Hath he nor created the Cloudes, founded the Seas, 
wiſely compoſed the whole frame of nature? And is 
ke yer rich only in mercy? Trucit is;the earth 1s-the 
Lords andthe fulneſſe thereof, all that wee haue, all 
that weeare,is his;but his mercy hath an excellency in 
it aboue all his creatures; yea (if I may fo ſpeake) a- 
bouec all his attributes, aboue his Iuſtice, Merc pun 
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the Apoſtle) reioyceth againſt condemnation - A- 

boue his power; Jacob wreſtled with God and over- 

came him; aboue his greatnes, for he hibled himfelte 

rotake our nature on him; yea aboue all his earthly 
creatures ; for his mercy reacherth ro the Cloudes, 

there is nothing doth more illuſtrate Cods omnipo- 

tency then his mercy. It was noe marvaile that God 

ſhould make the Heauens becauſc hee is power it 

ſclfe, or that he ſhould framethe carth; becauſe hee is 

ſtrength it ſelte; or that he ſhould governe the times 

becauſe he is wiſdome it ielte, or that he ſhould giue 

breath to all creatures, becauſe heis life it ſelte, Bur 

herein chiefly is God to be magnified, that hee who 

is infinitely iuſt, ſhould yer bee mercifull to f{inners, 

yea to ſinners while they wallow in their blood; 

while they reſt in finnes, while they haue no eye to 

looke atter him,no heart toembrace him, no footeto 

tollow him,no tongue to glorifie him, bur lye woetul- 
ly plunged inthe dregs of their pollutions? Oh the 
vnſpeakable goodneſle of our God, who hath ſo gra- 

tiouſly invitedthoſe ſhecepe, who are lo vnhappily 

Omniporen» ſtrayed from him:nay who doth with a * Iouing vio. 
efima facih- Jence irrefiſtably call thoſe who haucrrampled on his 
— graces, and reiected his loue. Bur what ſhould moue 
the creator of all things who hath beene thus infinite- 
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Deus, &0- Ty provoked , who 1s armed both with power to 


lentes Cx noe 


kenabus facir, {FE and meanes to be avenged , to compaſſionate 
Alg ad Vida, 


his enunes * Certainely there is, there can be-no 0- 
ther realon alleadged, burthat which David fo of- 
LENITETAtCS, becanſe he is grations, & his mercy endur- 
eh for ever, But alas how (may the afflicted ſoule 
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ly Jcan his goodneſle extend to mee who am nothing 

but wormes and duſt, and woundcs and fores and cor- 

ruption? Who can giue him no oblation but my 

finnes, no ſacrifice but my ſorrow? What confidence 

now can I haue in this loue, what ſtrength in this mer. 

cy? Whoever thou art, thatart thus, and no better 

diſpoſed toreceine the grace of thy God, bring forth 

this ſmall provifion, oferthis ſacrifice ypon the Al- 

ter, Since thou haſt nothing elle to part with ſurren- 

der vpthy ſinnes, yecld him thy Juſts, renounce thy 

whole intereſt inthy (intulldelights, inthy immode. 

rate affections * and then thy forrowfull {pirit ſhall Nullius rei 
be a ſacrificeto God, thy wounded and broken heart 9m 
hee willnot deſpiſe; 1 4» with hizs faith the Lord, quanrumpto- 
who is of an humble ſpirit andthat trembleth at my priz vo'unta- 
wordes, Wee hauec his owne word for his mercy, wee tis, Aﬀfed, 
haue his promiſefor it, wee hauc his oath for it. He 

is Fairhfull ſaiththe Apoſtle, who hath promiſed; hee 

Is faithfull, hee cannot deny himſclfe. The Apoſtle 

ſaith not, hee cannot deny his mercy, but hee cannor 

deny himſclfe. If hee were anything but mercy, then 

hee might deny his mercy, though hee did not deny 

himſclte: but now by not denying himſelfe he giueth 
mercy,who by not giuing mercy ſhould deny him- 

ſelte. And thus we ſee how God 'is faithfull and cannot 

deny himielfe.* He may overcomehimlclte by pitty- Superare ſeip 
ingthe forſaken ones, bur he cannot deny himlelfe {am prtoe- 
by forſakeing his pitty. For how can he deny him- anda 
ſelte to vs, Wo hath given himſclte for vs? How can (cipſumnon 
he deny vs his mercy, who hath given vs his lite? 00s 
Theend of the firſt booke. redo, © 


THE SECOND BOOKE OF 
ETERNITY. 


CHAP. I. 


' Containing an Exhortation to holineſſe grounded 
pon the conſideration of Eternity. 


HE very ſouleand life of Chri- | 
ſtianity conſiſts in thelife of a 
Chriſtian,as for outward forma. 
lities, they plauſibly ſerue to 
ſhew torth agood mantotheeye 
of the world , but cannot make 
him ſuch;'irs true, externall aQti- 
ons adorne cur profeſſions: but it is , where grace 
and goodneſle ſeaſons them, otherwiſe, where the 
ſappe andjuyceand vigour of religion is nor ſetled 
inthe ſoule, aman is but like a goodly heart-ſhaken | 
Oake, whole beauty will turne into rottenneſle, and 
hisend will be the tire. It was the ſaying of Machia- 
velk,thatthe appearance of vertue was more to be de- 


fired then vertuck {elfc. But Sogrates a -meere. natura- | 
liſt, 
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liſt, aduiſed berrcr, who ſaid , the good man is onely 

wile. Certaincly our glorious ſhewes ,-and high ap- 

plauſes, and exaltations amongſt-the lonnes of men 

will proue but miſcrable comforters in the cloſe of 

our age, when the daies of darknefle come. O then as 

we reſpec the etetnall welfare of ourpoorefoules, 
let vs bee what wee would {eeme. Let vs turne our —n_—_ 
words into ations,our knowledge into affection, and debes.Gerh. 
our,peculation into praQtiſe. Ler vs not only in a ge- Med. 
nerall and confuſed manner acknowledge God, but 

rather labour to know him. let vs notthink it enough 

ro belecue that Chriſt came as a Saviour into the 

world, bur endeauour rather by-a peculiar,perionall, 

and applicatiue faith to make him our owne. Alas 

what availes it my ſoule , that Chrift ſhed forth his 

blood tor the ſinnes of many, if he dicd not for mee * 

What joy to my heart,that Chriſt is riſen for the iu- 

ſtificarion of ſinners , it hee be not my portion? what g,, .....q 
comfort to my diſtreſſed conſcience that .Chrift is Chiiti retur- 
come alightinto the world,ifI ſitin. darkneſſe and in "<&i9.nub in 
the ſhadow of death? What confidence of proteRtion Cylnu2'.. 
can I haue from hence,thar Chriſt is a carefull theap- furgar.Gerb, 
heard ouer his flock,if Iam none of that ſheepfold? © 

then let it be the chicfe deſire of our foules,and the vt. Sir-ſcopus vi, 
moſt extent of our endeauours,nort onely to conbeſle en 4s. : 
Chriſt,but to bring him home to our hearts, to feele yin vis 
him,toaftec him,to liue in him,ro depend on him, to aflequaris m 
becoformable to him:letvs willingly heare & cheer. F* 
tully follow the voice of that (weer guid,who is borh 
the way,& the journies end;thatlouingPhyſician who 
comes to our wounded conſciences with healing. in 
D 3 his 
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Totus tibi &- 
gatur 1n COr- 
de,quicows 
prote figeba- 
tur in cruce, 


his wings;that meeke and tender Lambe,who powred 
forth for vs tearcs ot anguiſh, & teares of louc , teares 


ot anguiſhro xedeeme our ſoules,and teares of loueto 


compaſſionate our miſeries. Now whart a preſſing 
per{waſton haue we hereto liue ynto him , who thus 
died for vs; to make him our ioy who hath borne our 
{orrowes; to fix him in ourhcarts., who for our ſakes 
was fixed tothe Croſſe? * How ſhould wee mourne in 
our {oules,and weepe in ſecret for him , quem got w 
muntus,tota elementa lugebant at whole ſufferings the 
graues __ Sunne ſhut in his light, the carth 
rrembled:, and the whole frame of heauen in his na- 
rureand kinde expreffcd its ſorrow, One of the Rabrns 
when hee read what bitter rorments the cMeſfias 
ſhould ſuffer when hecame into the world(cried out) 
veniat Meſſtas at ego non videam, Let the Meſſras 
come,bur let me not fee him. Did his rorments ſeeme 
ſodiſmalltothe ſpeRator,what were they then inthe 
ſufferer £ If ſo gaſtly to theſight what were they in 
the ſuſtaining 2 But what ſhould wedoe now * Shall 
weraile on Iudas that berrayed him ,or on Peter that 
denied him,or the ewes that pierced him, or the Aps- 
ſes that forſooke him'? Nozno. ler vs looke into our 
owne hearts,cxamine our owne waies : Doe wee not 
make his wounds bleed afreſh with our finnes ? doe 
wenotnayle him tothe Crofleagaine with our pol- 
lutionsf doe wenot grind him in our opprefſions, and 
as it weremaſlacre himin our murders * What ſinne 
haue weeuer forſaken- for his ſake; what inordinate 
aftection haue we abandoned tor his loue? Can we lay 
and ſaytruly that wee cuerſpareda diſh from our _ 
ies 
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lies,or one houre from our fleep<,or one faſhion from 
our backs,for his ſake ? And doe wee thus requite 
our redeemer? * Was Chriſt ſtretched onthe Crofle, 
and ſhall we ſtretch our {elues on beds of doune? Did 
Chriſt ſuck downe vineger for vs, and ſhall weſurfer 
with plenty © Was Chriſt crowned withthornes, and 
ſhall we crowne our ſelucs with Roſe buds * Olerir 
ſhame vs to beare ſodainty a body vnder ſo doletull 
a head : but let vs conforme our ſclues to his life , and 
ler Gur conucrlation bee anfwerable to his doctrine. 
Let vs fix oureie on this true Serpent, and faſten 
our hold onthis ſure anker. Ler vs looke vp vnto 7efw 
the author and finiſher of our fairh : Where our trea- 
{urc is,there let our hearts beallo. We haue an imeſti- 
mable price, a glorious inheritance fer before vs , let 
vs carefully embraceall thoſe meanes that may tur- 
ther our progreſle,as the hearing of the word , recea- 
ving of the Sacraments,carneſt and conſtant praycrro 
Almighty God: Let vs ſtrive as we ought, 
ward with all violence. The woman in the Gofpcll 


— 
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pry us taQus 


K, & ru te 
magnifi-as 


exinaniuin ſe 
maicſtas & ww 


VErmicu lus 
intumec cis, 
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which was ſo long viſited with her bloudy iflue , it + 
was her holy * violence and prefling our Savronr that Vita eſt ad 


procured her health for her body and pardon for het 
{oulc: Letthis be our endeauour, let vs neuer thinke 
our {elues farreenough in the way to-heauen, bur pre- 
pare our hearts ſtill, and lay hold on exery aduantage 
thatmay further vs in our iourney.. Behold now is 
the acceptablexime,now is the day of ſluation,whilf 
Fo have time then doe | vnteor All > whilſt you 

auc the light, walke as children of thelight: Tudge 
thy {clfe here, thatthoy bee not wedged of the Lord 
hereatrer 


violentiam , 
quia violenta 
ad victoriam, 
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hereafter. Ler not thy cics {lumber , nor thy temples 
take any reſt,tillthou haſt found out an habitation in 
thyheart for the mighty God of Jacob. Remember 
him as David did, inthy bed, andthinke vpon him 
when thou art waking : God ſaid of the Church of 
Thyatira,l gaue hertime to repent of her fornication, 
and ſhe repented not. O let vs nor giue our good God 
the like occaſionts ſecond the ſame complaint againſt 
vs. Bchold God now graciouſly calls vs and offers vs 
his mercy: Bchold the ſpouſe comes,let vs goe forth 
to meet him:He ſtands at the doore,and knocks,let vs 
ariſe and open ſpeedily to our beloued , to day while 
itis called to day,ler vs hcare his voice , let vs not pur 
off our time, as Felixdid S* Paul, goe for this preſent 
time, whe I haue a convenient leaſure I will heaxe thee, 
as if the time preſent were notthe fitteſt. Let vs not 
ſtifle the checks of our conſciences,orlay,as Feſtus ro 
Agrippagto morrow thou ſhalt heare him, All procra- 


dilatio- ſtinations inthis caſe are dangerous : Let vs therefore 
nem in voce 11.6 hold of ſaluation, whilſt occaſion ſerues vs. If we 
confeonem ſhut out our welbeloued he will be gone. Therefore 


let our hearts euen melt within vs, whilſt he ſpeakes to 
* vs in his word;if weanſwernot when hecalls vs,then 
ſhall we call and he will not anſwer. The Storke and 
the Crane,and the Swallow inthe ayre know their ſca- 
ſons and obſeruc their appointed times, how much 
more ſhould man,eſpecially ſince rimes & moments, 
how long we ſhall enioy them, are not inour owne 

- power,butinthe powerof God. TheAngell inthe Re- 
velation{wore by him,thart liueth foreucr , that rime 
ſhould be no more, the time paſt canneuer be rec _ 
4% ct 
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let vs therefore take the preſent time : Forthetime 
paſt was and is not,the time preſenris, but ſhall not be, 
and of the furure wee can promiſe to our {elues no 
fruition. Butalas ſuch is our blindneſle, ſuch an obdu- 
ration is growne over our hearts, that wee vnderſtand 
theſe things, bur fecle them notzwee hauc them ſwim. 
ming in our minds, bur imbrace them not in our af. 
fetions. The beſt of vs may take vp that complaint 
of Sgint Angenſtine, * whoaverred of himlelte, thar 
his defires were better then his practiſe, our vowesare 
in heauen, but our hearts on earth; our deſires are to- 
wards our home, but our endeavours flagge in the 
way, and we faint inour iourney: wee hatte heavenly 
hopes; bur carthly affe&tions; wee all couct after hap- 
pincſſe, but wee would take no paines for it ; vice 
would enioy Chriſt in his benefits, bur wee refuſe to 
partake with him in his ſufterings ; volumus aſſequi 
Chriſtum, ſed non ſequi, wee would ſhare willingly 
with our S4vioxr in his Crowne, but not in his com- 
bar; nay oftentimes weeinſtance God for {ach graces 
as we are loath to obtaine: like Saint Auguſtine, who 
prayed for continency with a proviſo, Lord gine me 
continency but nor yet; nay fuch is our intolerable 
ſinfulneſle,, and pollution of hearr , that at the ſame 
inſtant, when our lands are lifrvpro God for the par- 
don of old finnes, our headsare working in the con. 
triving of new; as Salvian hath ir,dum verbis pretey. 
ita mala plangimms \ ſenſu futara medit amur. Thus we 
draw nighto God with our lipps , when our hearts 
arefarre from him, our affetions are buried in the 
things ofthis life. Excellent is that ſaying AG 
The 


Teneo in me- 
mocaa, ſcribo 
in charra, ſed 
non habeo in 
vita, Aug. 
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or hoc * The king dome of heauen,fſairh hee, is cternall, blet- 
omparte {edevery way andpromiſed to all men, but who is 
beatum eſt, there almoſt that ſpends one moment in the ſerious 
Jag 7 a meditation of it? What man is there rhat ever talkes 
men de illo £0 his Wife, to his children, to his family of ſuch a 
akumineer Kingdome?, Weecan riot inthe praiſcs of our natiue 
- ſoile, but wee bluſhtoſpeake of, and arc aſhamed to 
enimeſt qui COMMend our true country , our everlaſting home. 
de boccom- Fn our dealings about the things of this lite , our vn- 
— derſtandings are ready enough to apprehend them, 
beraztori boc and-OUr hearts to entertaine them , and our tongues 
famiſiz incul- (© dj{courſe of them, but in thingsthat belong ro the 
_ neg- Excrnall ſalvation of our ſoules, how decpe 1s our (1. 
lgimus, rer- Jence, how flow our ſpeech, how vnskiltull our ex. 
ram non re prefſions , 
yr ey ken Thus wee forſake heauen for theſe things which 
acquirimus, | at laſt will forſake vs,and trifle out our time inthings 
munc P<19- chat Will not profit ys. How far are men now adaies 

; from that {weete reſolution of Saint Hierome? Let o- 
thers,fauh hee, live in their ſtatues,in their coſtly mo- 
muments: I had rather haue Sr Payls Coate with his 
heauenly graces, then rhe purple of Kings with their 
Kingdomes, 

O that wee would looke thus lowly vpon our 
ſclues; weeare Chriſtians in profeſſion, O ler vs bee 
ſuch in practice : {ceing that God hath made vs ſtew- 
ards of his treaſures, let vs improue them to the bce- 
nefit of our brethren: hath God giuen vs abundance 
of his bleſſings? o ler vsnot hide our talents in anap- 
kinclet vs ſend our good workes before vs into Hea- 
VCn: paica de,maxima in celo recepturns : thete {lender 
guitts 


2 Aa. ., * Mk 7», 2 Aa Au 


WT ww 


of Eternitte. 25 


euifts, which thou doeſt chearefully diſtribute in this 
world, will procurethee an erernall compenſation in 
the world to come, That ſweete ſpeech of Saint Iobn 
is worth obſervation, bleſſed are thoſe that dye in the 
Lord, they reſt from their labours and their workes fol.- 
low them. When our deareſt friends,our ſweeteſt plea» 
ſures, our moſt glorious titles of honour, the world 
it ſclte, yeaeven our lifeit ſelfe ſhall glide away. like 
a riyer, and turne toduſt, then ſhall our good workes 
follow vs, non tranſeunt opera noſtra ({aith one) Sicut 
rranſire videntur, ſed velut ete-nitatis ſemina iaciun. 
tr; ourgood deeds die not with vs , bur they are 
ſowne in earth and ſpring in heauen; they are an in- 
exhauſtible fountaine,rhat ſhall never bce dried vp: 
a durable ſpring,rthat ſhall never faile, They are acts 
of rime,ſhort in their performance, yet cternall in 
their recompence; they build vp tor vs, through rhe 
mercies of our God, acreyerlaſting toundation for the 
time to come. 

Loe then here wee haueſct before vs viam ad reg - 
num, the way toour eternity; ct vs goe on hereia 
without intermiſſion, prefle forward, with violence 


and ſtrine to attaine the crowne,* Eternity is anabun- Oyulentia ni- 

dant treaſure, aneverlaſting wealth, but ir is not gi- mis 'mulea 
eſt zrerniray 

led nifi perſe- 


ven {aue tother that ſecke itz yea thar ſceke it with 
their whole hearts. Certainty did wejas truely know, 


as wee ſhall one day vndoubredly feele the bitter quzſcs nun- 
fruite,thatour luke-warme profeſſion, our grolle ſtu- IP 
pidity, and vtter neglect of our everlaſting ſtate will Beerd. 


produce and procure vs inthe end , all our thoughts 
and language, all our affetions and inclinations 
would be more eagerly imployed, and more faithtul- 
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ESE. ty exerciſed inthc purſirite of eternity. Oh how lenle. 

quod pecca. eſſe are wee, how ſtupid in our ſclues, and wickedly 

mus, ame) Hyjarious to our owne wellfare, who fora ſmall 

RT eaine , a fading pleaſure, a fugitive honour wound 

unemus, —OUur Conſciences, and hazard our foules, to ſtand as it 
were on the brinke of hell? 

The whole world promiſed fora reward cannot 
perſwade vs to endure one momentary torment in 
fire> And yer inthe accuſtomed courle of our hues 
we dread not, wee quake not at everlaſting burnings. 
Bur 6 thou delitious and dainty foule, who cheriſheſt 
thy ſclte in theioy of thy heart, &rthe delight of thine 
eycs, whoſe belly is thy God, & the world thy Parra. 
diſc!0,bethinke thy {clfeberimes, before that gloom 
day,that day of clouds and rhicke darknefſlc, that day 
of defolation and confuſion approack , when all the 
inhabitants ofthe earth ſhall mourne and lament, and 
all faces 'fas-the Prophet yoel ſpeakes) ' ſhall gather 
blackneſſe, becauſe thetime of their jndgement is 
come. Alus with whar a dolefull heart, and 'weeping 
eye, anddroopingcountenance, S&rrembling loynes 
wilt thou'at ther laſt and great Affte looke ' vpon 

Fice apercis COP Teſs, Whenthoe ſhall moſt glorioutly appeare 
libroruw {ci- With innumerable Angelts in Aaming fire, to render 

beer con'ci» vengeance on them that know him not? Whara cold 
rw ; dampe willſeize vpon thy ſoule, when thou ſhalr be. 
ta, & deme- hotd him whom thou haſt all thy lite long neglected 
__ = - nhis ordinance, deſpiſed in his-members,reiccted in 
pas 11 1,4 his loue, when thou ſhalt ſce the judgement ſeat, the 
noceſeeat, + bookes opened,thy ſinnes diſcouered, yea all the (c- 
cret 
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cret counſells of thy heart, after a wondertull man- 
ncrmanifeſted and laid open to the eye ofthe whole 
world? what horrour & perplexity of ſpirit will pol- 
ſe{ſetheeto view and behold butthe very folemni- 
tics and circumſtances, which accompany this Iudge- 
*ment; when thou ſhalt ſce the heavens burne, the E- 
Icments melt,the earth tremble, the fea roare, the fun 
turne into darkneſle, and the moone into blood? And 
nov what ſhall be thy retuge, where ſhall be thy ſuc- 
cour * ſhalt thou raigne, becauſe thou cloatheſt rhy 
ſelfe in Cedar? ſhalt thou bee fate, becauſe with the 
Eaglc thou haſt ſctthy neaft on high? O no, 1ieis nor 
now the grearnefſle of thy (tate, nor the abundance of 
thy wealth, nor the priviledge of thy place, nor the 
eminency of thy worth, or wit or learning, that can 
availe thee ought , either to avoide thy doome, or 
prorogue thy judgement. All ſtates and conditions 
of mcnarealike, when they appeare at this Barre. 
There the prince muſt lay downe his crowne , and 
the Pearce his Robcs, & the iudge his purple,and the 
Capraine his banner; All muſt promiſcuouſly artend 
ro g1Ue in their accounts and to receiue according to 
tharthey hauedone, whetheritbee good or whether 
It be evill, Here onearth great men and glorious in 
the eye of the world, fo long as they can hold their 
havitations in the carth, haue both countenance to 
dctend, and power to prote& them from the iniurics 
of the times: but when the diſtaall face of that terri- 
ble day ſhall ſhew it felfe , then ſhall they finde no 
cyctopitty, nor armecto helpe, nor palace to defend, 
nor 10ckes to ſhelter, nor Mountaines to coverthem 
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from the preſence of him that firs vpon the throne, 

and from rhe wrath ofthe lambe. Giue me the moſt 

inſolent ſpirit, the moſt vndaunted ſoule,that now 

breathes vnder the cope of Heauen,who now feares 

not any created nature, noe, not God himlſelfe, yet 

when he ſhall heare that teriible ſound, Ariſe yee 

dead and come to judgement, how will his heart even 

melt, and his bowells quiver within him ; when hee 

ſhall haue his ſevere judge aboue him, and helk be- 

ncath him, and his worme within him, and fire round 

about him.O then whoſoever thou art, die vnto thy 

ſinnes and vnto thy pleaſures here, rhat thou maiſt 

Sic tibi cave, LUC Cod herafter;* goe out of thyſelfe,judge & con- 

ve caveas te- demne thine owne ſoule for thy finnes againſt God 

yr inthis world, that ſo thou maiſt comfortably recciue 

thy ſentence of abſolution in the world to come. Let 

vs learneto be wiſe in time; let our ſorrow for finne 

anticipateand prevent our puniſhment, ſativs eſt & 

fſuavins fonte purgari quam igne: Hee that m_ not 

heartily for his tranſgreſhons' here, ſhall woefully 

lninfernoex- {mart forthem hereatrer, In hell there is no redemp. 

omologels tion for thetime paſt, no confeſhon, no repentance, 

nonel,nee puta fadand heavy exchange and moſt vncomforta- 
pznitentia ; y - 

runc tribui ble travflation, from a ſhort and paſſing 10y, to an 

\nm——4y _ endleſſe,ealcleſſe puniſhment. The terious and adviſed 

ie pznirendi, Conſideration of this cternall being in the life to 

come, was the ground of that ancient cuſtome in the 

Romane Churchvpon the conſecration of their B7- 

ſhops, at which time theſe words were recited with a 

loud voice, Annos 4ternos 12 mente habe,t. te. remem- 

ber that eternall yeare, the date whereot will never 

expire, 
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- Expire. So likewiſe when the Biſhop of Rome is 


brought to his-ponrificall chaire, one goes before 
him, ſhaking a burning torch and proclaiming three 
times Pater ſantte, fic tranſit gloria mundi . Certainly 
it would worke lomewhat towards the enliuening of 
our drowfinefſe,& quickning vp of our dull ſecurity if 
wedidin the beginning & end of aK our vndertakings 
{ay within our ſclues, Annos eternos yn mente habe;Re. 
member 6 my ſoule thoſe daies of darknefle which 
thall neuercloſe. For all the preſſures and vexing 
diſtempers,thar befall vs in this life ; all the crofles, 
which the envy either of men or evill Angells can 
throw vpon vs, are nothing, if comparcd co erernall 
milcries. Saptentt nihil magnum widert poteſt, 
cut aternitatis notacſt maznitudo . What if with Sainc 
Paul | vnderwenr labours & perills, hunger &rhirſt, 
injuries and reproaches, what is all this roerernity? 
Whar it I did beare in my ficth the moſtexquilirte 
paines and birtereſt rorments,that created narure is 
capable of, yet whar were all this t9 erernicy? For all 
the adverfitics and alterations , which happen to vs 
vnder the ſunne, haue their periods, which they can- 
not paſſe: however they diſquier vs for the time, yet 
as the Prophet Danie/faith, the end ſhall bee at the ap- 
pointed time, God will performe that which he hath 
appointed for me faith /ob:yert vſq, ad rempus hec om- 
»/a the end ſhall bearthe appointedrime. Bur of this 
eternity there will be no end, no bounds can limit it, 
no time ſhall determine it. Certainly firſt or laſt,there 
will happen to thee ſuch an evening as ſhall haue no 
morning 
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Nos rales, 
qui mortis 
noſtr# nec- 
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morninz to follow; orclictuch a morning, as ſhall 
never [ce the clolc of the Sunne: And therefore let 
northe vamhing cares and tran{itory diſquictings of 
this world over deepely poſleſle thy heart;but rather 
lctthe whole ſtreame of thy meditarions'rnnac vpon 
thy latter end ; that at the time of thy diſlolution, 
(thy afte&tion beigg wholy alicaated from the world) 
thy thoughts may aſcend betore, whither thy ſoulc is 
comming after:Þ ſhall thy ſufferings here,make yay 
forthy crowne hereafter, 

But how few,0 how few I ſay are there that weigh, 
thelethings? How few doc make ittheir daily raske 
to meditate on the evills ro come? They credit not 
ſuch reports; for they carc notto belceue what they 
are vawillingto practiſe. Hence it 1s that they goc on 
{o ſecurely in their courſe,as if there were no heauen, 
no hell, no God, nocternity. Thus wee naturally de. 
ſire, ourdaics ſhould be ashappy as they arc longe, 
and bcing miſcrably inſenſible of the ſorrowes to 
come, wee raſhly expoſe our ſelucs to an irrevoca- 
ble downefall. * Without ſenſe or ſorrow wee runne 
merrily to hell, where wee ſhall everlaſtingly tecle 
what we did never fcare, death and darkneſie, weeping 
and gnaſhing oftecth. O how different arc our times 
from thoſe of our Anceſtors ? They were not more 
rigidly ſuperſtitious, then we are vaizecly ſecure. 

How did they pine their bodics and | aſflict their 
ſoules, crucify their moſt pretious luſts,forlake their 
triends, their lands, their inheritance , -yca their 
Crownes, and Kingdomes; nay which is more, 


through the rigid and auſtcere obſcruation of their 
ſtrict 
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let vs therefore take the preſent time: Forthetime 
paſt was and is tot, the time preſentis,but ſhall not be, 
and of the future wee can promiſe to our {clues no 
fruition. Buralas ſuch is our blindneſle, ſuchan obdu- 
ration is growne over our hearts, that wee vnderſtand 
theſe things, but fecle them not;wee hauc them [wim- 
ming in our minds, but imbrace them not in our at- 
fetions. The beſt of vs may take vp that complaint 
of Saint Auguſtine, * whoaverred of himlelte, that 
his deſires were better then his practiſe,our vowesare 
in heaucn, bur our hearts on earth; our defires are to- 
wards our home, but our endeavours flagge in the 
way, and we faint inour iourney: wee haue heavenly 
hopes; but earthly affe&tions; wee all couer after hap- 
pincſſe, but wee would take no paines for it ; wee 
would enioy Chriſt in his benefits, but wee refuſe ro 
partake with him in his ſufterings ; volumus aſequt 
Chriftum, ſed non ſequi, wee would ſhare willingly 
with our Savior in his Crowne, but nor in his com- 
bat, rtay oftentimes weeinſtance God for ſuch graces 
as we are loath to obtainc: like Saint Auguſtine, who 
prayed for continency with a proviſo, Lord giue me 
continency but not yet; nay ſuch is our intolerable 
ſinfulneſſe, and pollution of heart, that ar the ſame 

inſtant, when our hands are lift vp to God forthe par- 

don of old finnes, our headsare working in the con- 

triving of new; as Salvian hath it,dum werbis preter- 

ita mala plangims , ſenſs futura medit amur, Thus we 
draw nighto God with our lipps , when our hearts 


are farre from him, our affetions are buried in the 
things ofthis life. Excellent is that ſaying of 1ſidorws, 
E 


The 
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_ hoc * The kingdome of hcaucn,ſairh hee, is crernall, bleſ- 
ommparts Id EVCry Way andpromiſed to all men, but who is 
beatum eſt, there almoſt that ſpends one moment in the ſerious 


ommbuspro- meditation of it? What man is there that evcrtalkes 
miſſum, & ta- . oF . - wt 

men de ilio £0 h1S Wite, to his children, to his family of ſuch a 
alkuminter Kingdomes Weecan riot inthe praiſes of our natiue 


nos lilentmwm {1 : 
qorarquitg; 1911) but wee bluſhro (peake of, and arc aſhamed to 


enimeſt quz COMmMmEnd our true country , our everlaſting home, 
de buccom- In Our dealings aboutthe things of this life , our vn- 
meworne,50c {rſtandings are ready enough to apprehend Them, 
bers,zori bee and our hcarts to entertaine them , and our tongues 
fowikiz incul- t© dj{courle of them, bur in things that belong to the 


cat. 1ſid. . : y He 0 —_—_ 
Corum neg- CXCrnall falvation of our ſoules, how decpe is our (i. 


ligiwus, ter-. lence, how flow our [peech, how vnskiltull our ex. 
ram non t;.; Preflions © 

favorem non Thus Wee forſake heauen for theſe things which 
acquirimus, at laſt will forſake vs,and trifle out our time inthings 


_ PS that will not profit vs. How far are mennow adaies 


trom-that {weere reſolution of Saint Hierome? Let 0- 
thers,lauth hce,liuc in their ſtatues,in their coſtly mo- 
numents: I had rather haue Se Paxls Coate with his 
heaucnly graces, then the purple of Kings withtheir 
Kingdomes. 

O that wee would looke thus lowly vpon our 
ſclues; weeare Chriſtians in profeſſion, O let vs bee 
tuch uz practice : {eeing that God hath made vs ſtew- 
ards of his treaſures, let vs. improue them to the bc- 
nefit of our brethren; hath God giuen vs abundance 
of his bleſſings? olert vsnor hide our talents in anap- 
kin;letvs ſend our good workes before vs into Hea- 
VCn: pauca da,maxima in calo recepturas : thefe ſlender 
guifts 
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euifrs, which thou doeſt chearefully diſtribute in this 
world, will procurethce an eternall compenſation in 
the world to come. That ſweete ſpeech of Saint ohn 
is worth obſervation, bleſſed are thoſe that dye in the 
Lord, they reſt from their labours,and t heir workes fol- 
low them. When our deareſt friends,our ſweeteſt plea- 
lures, our moſt glorious titles of honour, the world 
it ſelte, yea even our lifeir ſelfe ſhall glide away like 
a river, and turne toduſt, then ſhall our good workes 
follow vs, non tranſeunt opers noſtra ({aith one) Sicut 
tranſire videntur, ſed velut eternitatis ſemina 1acinn- 
tur; ourgood deeds die not with vs , but they are 
ſowne in earth and ſpring in heauen; they are an in- 
exhauſtible fountaine,rhar ſhall never bee dried vp: 
a durable ſpring,that ſhall never faile. They are acts 
of time,ſhort in their performance, yet cternall in 
their recompence; they build vp tor vs, through rhe 
mercics of our God, an everlaſting foundation forthe 
time tO Come. 

Loe then here wee haue ſet before vs viam ad reg- 
»«um, the way toour cternityz ler vs goe on herein 
without intermiſhon, preſſe torward with violence 


and ſtrine to attaine the crowne.* Eternity is an abun- opulentia ni- 
danttreaſure, aneverlaſting wealth, but it is not gi. mis 'mulea 


ven ſaue tothew thar ſeeke it; yeathart ſeeke it with - 


their whole hearts. Certainty did we'as truely know, verantes 

as wee ſhall one day vndoubtedly feele rhe bitter quzfics nun- 
fruite,that our luke-warme profeſſion, our groſle ſtu- TM 
pidity, and vtter neglect of our everlaſting ' ſtare will zawerd, 


produce and procure vs inthe end, all our thoughts 
and language, all our affeftions and inclinations 
would be more cagerly imployed, and more faithful- 
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FELL IEA ty exerciled inth. purſuite of erernity. Oh how lcnle. 

quod_ pecca- Ne are wee, how ſtupid in our (clues, and wickedly 

mus, amirri. injurious to our owne welltare, who fora ſmall 

GEES eaine, a fading pleaſure, a fugiriue honour wound 

tienes our conſciences, and hazard our ſoules, to (tand as it 
were on the brinke of hell: 

The whole world promiſed fora reward cannot 
perſwadevs to endure one momentary torment in 
hre: And yet inthe accuſtomed courle of our 4iues 
we dread nor, wee quake not at everlaſting burnings. 
But 6 thou delitious and dainty ſoule, who cheriſheſt 
thy ſelte inthe ioy of thy heart, &the delight of thine 
eycs, whoſe belly 1s thy God,& the world thy Parra. 
di{c!6,bethinke thy (clte berimes, before that gloomy 
day,that day of clouds and thicke darkneflc, that day 
of delolation and confuſion approach , when all the 
mhbabirants ofthe earth ([;all mourne and lament, and 
all faces /as the Prophet oe ſpeakes) ſhall gather 
blackneſſe, becauſe thetime of their jndgement is 
come. Alas with what a doletull heart, and weeping 
eye, and drooping cSuntenance, & trembling loyncs 
wilt thou at that laſt and great Afiſe looke vpon 

Eict averdis ©Þ14ſt Teſs, when hee ſhall moſt glorioutly appcare 
lbrorum ſ{6. With innumerable Angells in flaming fre, to render 
licer conici-  yengeance on them that know him not? Whatacold 
dw Ws ; dampe will ſeize vpon thy ſoule, when thou ſhalt be. 
ta, &deme- hold him whomthou halt all thy life long neglected 
rica vriver'® jo his ordinance, deſpiſed in his members,reicRted in 
rum, fibi ipfis , . x 

& czreris. 1m- is Lone; when thou ſhalt ſce the judgement ſeat, the 
aotelecne, + bookes opened,thy finnes diſcouered, yea all the ſe- 
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ner manifeſted and laid open to the eye of the whole 
world? what horrour & perplexity ot ſpirit will pol- 
ſcfſethceto view and behold burthe very folemni- 
ties and circumſtances, whic h accompany this Iudge- 
ment; when thou ſhalt {ce the heavens burne, the E- 
Icments melt,the earth tremble, the ſea roare, the ſun 
turne into darknefle, and the moone into blood? And 
now what ſhall be thy refuge, where ſhall be thy fuc- 
cour ? ſhalt thou raigae, becauſe thou cloarhcſt thy 
ſelfe in Cedar? ſhalt thou bee ſafe, becauſe with the 
Eagle thou haſt ſet thy neaſt on high? O: no,1t 1s not 
now the greatnefle of thy ſtate, nor the abundance of 
thy wealth, nor the priviledge of thy place, nor the 
eminency of thy worth, or wit or learning, that can 
availe thee ought , either to avoide thy doome, or 
prorogue thy judgement. All ſtates and conditions 


.of menarealike, when they appeare at this Barre. 


There the Proven muſt lay downe his crowne, and 
the Pcare his Robes, & theiudge his purple,and the 
Capraine his banner; All muſt promiſcuouſly arrend 
ro g1uein their accounts and to receiue according to 
that they hauedone, whetherit bee good or whether 
it be evill, Here onearth- great men and- glorious in 
the eye of the world, fo long as they can hold their 
havitatians inthe carth, haue both countenance to 
dcetend, and power to protet them fromthe iniuries 
of the tunes: but when-the diſmall face-of that terri- 
ble day ſhall ſhew it ſelfe , then ſhall they finde no 
cyctopitty, nor armeto helpe,.nor palace to detend, 
avor 10cCkes to ſhelter, nor Mountaines to cover them 
E 3 trom 
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from the preſence of him that fits vpon the throne, 
and from the wrath ofthe lambe. Giue me the moſt 
inſolent ſpirit, the moſt vndaumeed ſoule, that now 
breathes vnder the cope of Heauen, who now feares 
not any created narure, noe, not God himſelfe, yer 
when he ſhall heare that terrible found, Ariſe yee 
dead and come ro judgement, how will his heart even 
melt, and his bowells quiver within him ; when hee 
ſhall haue his ſevere judge aboue him, and helk bc- 
ncath him, and his worme within him, and fire round 
about him.O then whoſoever thou arr, die vnto thy 
ſinnes and vnto thy pleaſures here, rhat thou maiſt 

Sic tibi cave, 1iueto God herafter;* goe out of thyſelfe,judge & con- 
ve caveas te- demne thine owne ſoule for thy finnes againſt God 
_ in this world, that ſo t hou maiſt comfortably receiue 
thy ſentence of abſolution in the world tocome. Ler 

vs learne to bewiſc in time; let our forrow for finne 
Nanticipateand prevent our puniſhment, ſatius eſt & 
ſnavins fonte purgari quam 1gne: Hee that gu” not 

heartily tor his tranſgreſſions here, ſhall woctully 

lninfernoex. {mart torthem hereatrer, In hell there is no redemp- 
omologels tjon for thetime paſt, no confeſſion, no repenrance, 
TD but aſad and heavy exchange and moſt vncomforta- 
cunc tribui ble travflation, from a ſhort and paſhng toy, to an 
paccit, con- endicfſe,caſclefſe puniſhunent. The ſerious and adviled 
| any 190 conſideration of this eternall being in the life ro 
come, was the ground of that ancient cuftome in the 

Romane Church'vpon the conſecration of their B1- 
ſhops, at whichtime theſe-words were rected with a 
loud voice, Annes *ternos in mente habe,i. e. remem- 
ber that eternal yeare, the date whereof will never 
expire, 
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expire. So likewiſe when the Biſhop of Rome is 


| it would worke ſomewhar towards the enliuening of 


brought to his pontificall chaire., one goes before 
him,ſhaking a burning torch and proclaiming three 
times Pater ſandte, ſic tranſit gloria mundi . Certainly 


our drowſinefſe,& quickning vp of our dull ſecurity if 
wedidin the beginning & end of all our vndertakings 
ſay within our ſelues, Annos eternos in mente habe;Re. 
member 6 my ſoule thoſe daies of darknefſe which 
ſhall neuercloſe. For all the preſſures and vexing 
diſtempers,thar befall vs in this life ; all the croſles, 
which the envy either of mcn or evill Angells can 
throw vpon vs, are nothing, it compared to erernall 
miſcries . Sapienti nihil magunm wideri poteſt, 


cut aternitatis notaeſt magnitado . Wharif with Saint 
Paul | vnderwenr labours & perills, hunger & thirſt, 
muries and reproaches, what is all this roerernity? 
Whar it I did beare in my ficſth the moſt exquiſire 
paines and birtereſt rorments;thar creared narure 1s 
capable of, yer whar were all this r9ererniry? For all 
the adverſities and alterations, which happen to vs 
vnder the ſunne, baue their periods, which rhey- can- 
not paſſe: however they diſquier vs for the time, yer 
as the Prophet Dame! laith, the end ſhall bee at the ap- 
pointed time, God will performe that which he hath 
appointed for me ſaith ob:yet v/q, ad rempus hec om- 
nia the end ſhall beatthe appointedrime. Bur of this 
eternity there will be no the, no bounds can limar rt, 
no timeſhall derermine it, Certainly firſt or laſt,there 
will happen to thee ſuchan evening as ſhall haue no 
Qornitlg 
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Nos tales, 
qui mortis 
noſtrz ne- 


gotium ri- |, 
dentes exe- 
qu imur, Greg, 


through the rigid an 


mornin2 to follow; or clic luch a morning, as ſhall 
never [ce the clolc of the Sunne: And theretore ler 
notthe vaniſhing cares and tran{1tory. dilquictings of 
this world over deepely poſleſſe thy heart;bur rather 
letthe whole ſtreame ofthy meditations'rnnne vpon 
thy latter end ; that at, the thc of thy diſſolution, 
(thy affection being wholy alicaated fromthe world) 
thy thoughts may aſcend betote, whither thy ſoulc is 
comming after:So ſhall thy ſuftcrings here,make way 
for thy crowne hercaftcr, n 
But how few,6 how. tew I ſay are there that weigh 
theſethings? How.few doe: make itthcir daily taske 
ro meditate on the evills ro come? They credit not 
ſuch reports; for they care not to belceue what they 
are vawilling to praCtiſe. Hence it 1s that they goc on 
io ſecurely in their courle;as if there were no heauen, 
no hell, no God; nocternity. Thus wee naturally de. 
fire, ourdaics ſhould be ashappy as they are longe, 
and being miſerably inſenfible of the ſorrowes to 
come, wee raſhly expoſe our ſelues to an irrevoca- 
ble downefall. * Without {caſe or ſorrow wee runne 
merrily to hell, where wee ſhall everlaſtingly teele 
what we did never fearc,death and darkneſie, weeping 
and gnaſhing of teeth. O how different arc our times 
fromthole of our Anceſtors ? They were not more 
rigidly ſuperſtitious, then we arc ITY ſecure. 
How did they pine their bodies and afflict their 


ſoules, crucify their moſt pretious luſts,forſake their 
triends, thcir lands ,..their inheritance , yea their 
Crownes, .and Kingdomes; nay which 1s more, 
auſteere obſcruation of their 
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tritand ſevere-lawes expole themicluesto the ha. 
zard and danger of thcir deareft hues, ad thruſt 
themſclues as it were out of the world, andforgoe all 
ſociety with men. And wheretore all this, bur that 
they might disburthen themiclues rhe better by theſe 
mcanes from all earthly: alturements, fertle and dif. 
poſe their hearts 1n a good preparation towards ther 
home;and roenhiuen theirafrections, andinflame their 
mingcs to a mare ſerious contemplation of the toyes 
to come? Mee thinkes the conlideration of theſe fore 
mer times thould ſtrongly invite vs 10 a more ſerious 
meditation of out firure ſtate; ,clpecially uf wee re- 
member how {wittly our daies draw toan end}, and 
how ſoone we are involucd into everlaſting dark- 
nefſe. For alas whart is our life here,Tota hec vita w- 
vins horule mors eſt, one houre at the laſt will twal- 
low vp all our live-long daies. 

Ler vs thennor feare being {o-neare our home; [et 
no ſtormes attrighty , being ſoneare our haven : Let 
vs examine our accounts and calt vp our fummes,that 
we may beable to give vp a good account at the laſt 
day. Certaine it ts what ever we goe about; wharſoe- 
verberhe ſcope of our endeavours; wee every day 
come nearerto the end of our courte, every houre 1s 
a new ſtep onward. 

yo ſoone as ever a manrenters this mortall life, hee 
beginnesa conſtant iourney vnto death, quicquid 
temports vivitur de ſpatio vivendi tollitur: 4. e, Each 
part of time that wee paſle,cuts off fo much from our 
life, and the remainder ſtill decreaſeth 3 So that our 


whole life is nothing "oy -a courſe or A 
; ca 
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death, - wherein onecan neither ſtay - nor flacke his 
pace. This wee know, our daily experience doth con- 
firme thistruth: and yet doe wee per(iſt as fecurely as 
ever inour trade of finne: eAfgre abitrahimur ab ys 
quibus aſſueſcimusz.e. weeare hardly drawne from 
thoſe things which cuſtome and time hath invred vs 
vnto. It is a grievous burrhento a licentious heart to 
be drawne off from dainty tare, fall cups,and good 
company. Wee lycas dead men and ſencelefle igour 
damned pollutions,cven drownedia our voluptuoul- 
neſle, like brate beaſts filled /vpand pampered tor the 
day of ſlaughter; Thus withthe full treame of our 
indeauotirs we plod on in the habituall courſe of 
tranſgrefling, without any ſenſe of our linne,, vneill 
our ſhortdaics beginto ſhur in, and our evening ap- 
proach;atwhichrtimethe weaknefle of our-bodics, 
andthe ſtrength of our ſfinnes makevs as: vnable-ro 
repent,as wee were: before vnwilling. Wee many 
rimes throagh rhe incitement of ſome good motion 
beginne well bur faile in the execurtionzwee make taire 
promiſes, bur wee doe not ſecond them in our pra- 
Riſe; but ler vs not deceiue our ſclues, God will not be 
_— mocked non verbs penitentia agenda, ſed attu: let vs 
nes Bot promiſe God better ob*dience with our lippes 
dolemus.Salv. then wee performe with our hearts. Bee not raſh to 
vowa thing before God, burwhen thy word hath paſt 
thy lips, then be as carefull ro performe, as thou walt 
torward before to promile. 
Laſtly ler vs alwaics follow that holy counſel] gi- 
ven in Fecleſraſtiens, In all thy attions thinke vpon thy 
latter end, and thou ſhalt never doe amiſſe: and that of 


the 


Fare mur cti- 
mina, ſed 6c 


| 


- 
£ 

. 

i 


l 


| 


_ a OR a aA EEE 


| - 


— 


of Etermitie, 43 


the Prophet David, keepe innocency, and doe the thing 
that is r12 ht, for that ſhall bring a man peace at the laſt: 
peace with God, peace with men, and peace with our 
owne conſcience. Inthe world ſaith our Saviour ſhall 
yce hauc trouble, but in me yee ſhall haue peace. The 
world is our ſea,but Chriſt is our haven; the world is 
our warfare, but Chriſt is ourreſt: The world is full 
of ſtormes, bur Chibi our peace; in me you ſhall 


haug peace. Hence it was that theSaints of God alwaies Sohas is cha» 


haue takenexcceding ioy in their tribulation; becauſe 


Chriſt was their comfort and peace - hee {weetned charus eſt | 
all their ſorrowes. Hence it was that Saint Angs/fine Vn ann 


ſo reſolutely brake forth; Hic wye, hic ſecs, modo in 
eternum parcas; he regarded not what preflures God 
laid vpon him, So he vouchſafed him patience here 
and heaven hereafter. What ever we doe or canſuffer 
inthis life, the abundance of our eternall ioy ſhall in- 
finitely recompence the weight of our forrowes: Our 
light afflitions which arc but for a moment doe 
cauſe vnto vsa farre more excellent and exceeding 
weight of glory. Our combarhere is ſhorr , but our 
triumph erernall. And who would not endure a few 
croſſes & windings in his way when he knowes they 
will bring him to his journies end? Who would not 
for a little ſcaſon expoſe himſelfe ro the mercy of the 


wauesto be tofled on the fea, when he is aſſured with Impoſlibile 


St Paul, to come lafely tothe ſhore? 


| Be1des, wee muſt not expett roeſtabliſh our hap- dennen La, 
pineſſe hereandto enioy our heaven hereafter. Ir is v2 czlo & 


reas gloriolus 


impoſſiblea man ſhould Aow in his delights in this 


world; and then drinke arthe fountaine of _ Hier, 
2. OY bliſle 
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blifle in the world ro come. 
O then let vs imbrace the conflit, that we may ob- 
taine the Crowne, Aelor eft modica amaritndo mm 


faucibus quam aternum tormentum7nwviſceribus: 1, e. 


a lirtle gall in the mouth is not {o painetull, as conti- 
nuall rorments in the bowels . Farre better it is to 
Sumime vp our reckonings here, then to haue our 


Vnahora erit debts vpon the {core hereafter; f farre berrer to vn- 


gr aviol un 
pzna, quam 
Centrum anm 


loole our ſoules trom the immoderate emhyace- 
ments of thecomtorts ot this world; and to endure 


in awarifiwa the ſtraits and pinchings of a morc relerucd & home- 


pxnitentta, 
Thomas de 


Ky 1p. 


F 


ly counlc tor fxry-or (caventy yeares unthis lite, then 
toſuffter but: onc roxment inthe litero: come: farre 
berter to be lightly afflicted here, then eternally tor- 
mented hereafter. 

Saint Chryſoſtame hath ancxcellent expreſſion to 
this purpoſe: Suppole aman, faith he, much deftring 
flecpe, and in his perfe& nund, had an-ofter made him 
ot one nights {weete reft, vpon condition: to. be pu. 
niſhed a l:nndred yearcs for it, would he accept(thinke 
you) of his fleepe ypon ſuch rearmes?. Now looke 
what one night1sro an hundred yeares, rhe lame 1s 


he lite preſent, ER withthatto come . Nay 


looke what a dropof water is tothe ſea, the ſameand 
no motrc is athouſand yearcsto-eternity. Whothen 
of (ound judgement, for the ſhort fruition of a tran(1- 
rory contentment in this life, would -expolc himſclte 
tothe horror of cternall Bames tathe lite ro-come ? 
Andrtherefore, whiles wee haue our abode in this vale 
ot miſcry,we ſhould alwaies pray with Saint Bernard, 


da donnine,vt ſic poſiideamns temporalia,vt non perda- 
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mus aterna,i.e.grant vs Lordthat wee may to partake 
ot temporall felicitics, that wee may not loole crer- 
nall. All things vader the Sunne hane their alterati- 
ons and changings, butthings abouc are permanent, 
and of an enduring {ubſtance.0mmia et ſalua ſunt, cut 
ſalva eſt beata eternitas ; heethat can be ſecure, and 
lurc of the happinctle to come, builds vp 11s houle 
vpon a firme foundation, How ſmall amodcll of 
time,how ſhort a periodis the longeſt life, when once 
iris finiſhed? Recolle& with thy ſelte, faith Saint 
Anguſtine,the yeares that are pafled from Adams time 
vnul] now; run overthe whole {cripture, and the ttme 
{fince the fall will ſceme but as yeſterday. For what 
are the times paſt? If thou hadſt liued from 4A4ams 
day till this houre; thourwouldſt cafily have judged, 
thatthis life hath no perpetuity init, which flics away 
- ſwiftly. For whart 1s the lite of any man , ſuppole 
the longeſt age? Iris bur like the morning dew, like 
the twinkling of an eve, inatricc it iS20Nc [ have 
{cencanend of a!l perteRion ſaith David. Bur here 6 
Chriſtian, let me deale more plaincly wirh thee; 
thou wilt readily acknowledge all things vnder the 
trame of Heavenare periſhing, and heauen is thy 
thought, Eternity is thine ayme . Now if it bee 
ſo ,why artthouthen ſodul in thy courſe of holi- 
nefle , ſo frozen in thy zcale , ſo inclinable to 
evcry morion of-finne, focaltly ouercome by eucry 
ncirement to wantonnefſle never more calme and vi- 
ſeaſonably patient,then whenthy aftections ſhould be 
enflamed,and thy heart kindled with a iuſt indignatt- 
onin Gods cauſe: and on the other ſide neuer inore 
F 3 trerting 
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fretting, whining and vnquier,then when thou ſhoul- 
deſt be meceke and patient , and cheerefully diſpoſed 
vnder the burden ot of afflitions ? How can it be that 
we ſhould hauc eternity in our mindes,and yet liue no 
berrer in our manners? Now that we may the caſter 
diſcerne the deceitfulneſle of our hearts herein let vs 
examine our {clues by the example of 7acob. This Pa- 
triarch Tacob (erued his vncle Laban ſeauen yearesfor 
Rache | his daughter, and the greatneſle of his afieRi. 
on towards her , made that time ſeeme but as a few 
dayes.(to apply this:)Thou art a ſeruant as 7acob was, 
but thou ſerues not ſuch a Maſter as Tacob did , thou 
{crues not man but God,thy maker and a faithfull re- 
warder;thouſcrues not for a wife,but for a kingdome; 
not for an carthly contentation , bur for an heauenly 
habitation: And yet behold the ſhort affjiftion of one 
day can eneruatethy loue,and vnlocke thy afte&tions 
from God and heauen: Euery crofle accident ſtops 
thee inthy courſe, Euery little forrow diſquiets thy 
ſoule,and leſſens thy contentment. Behold here,mea- 
ſure by the example of 7acob the ſtrength of thy loue: 
Tacob could ferue ſeauen yearcs with chearefulneſle 
for a wife, butthou canſt hardly ſeructhy God ſo ma- 
ny dayes with a true affection for heauen: For reckon 
Vp all the nights thou haſt ſpentin prayer , ſumme vp 
| the dayes that thou haſt worne our in religious ex- 
erciſes,and canſt thouthentruly .ſay ro God as acob 
didto his vncle, inthy ſeruice night and day haueI 
macerated my body with heart and cold, and my ſleep 
departed from mine eyes; twenty yearcshaue I labou- 
red inthy ſeruice: couldſt thou ſay thus,and fay irtru- 


ly 


| —_— a4 LAS * 


—y 9 FA A ... *. =” A v VYy oy 


wu—_—_ ——— — re EE im 


of Eternitre, 47 


— 


ly,6 then what would be the end of thy labour , what 
would thy reward be? not flocks and cartel], not the 
daughters of Zaban, but God himſelte would be thy 
exceeding great reward, thy lite and happineſſe, Hee 
would be vmto thee every thing that thy heart can 
deſire or long for, Thy ſoule ſhould owe, and even 
melt in hekee of ſpirituall delights. 

Bur now take a little view of thine owne vileneſle, 
thy awne nakednefſle,thy verterdiſability roany thing 
that may be truly called good. Thy hands are teeble 
to Gods worke, thy feere are flow to Gods temple, 
thine cyes are {cared or ſhut vp towards heaven; Bur 
for the workts of flcſh and Sathan, thy heart 1s hot 
tocnvy, thy minde prone to revenge, thy tongue vo- 
luble ro blaſpheame, thy affeCions evenglued and in- 
corporated as it were into the ſenſuall embracements; 
And is this toſerue God for heaven? ſhall the blcſled- 
nefle of the Saints, and the glory of Anzells, and the 
wy, and fruition of God himſelfe bee powred forth 
vponſuch workes as theſe? Doſt thou thus requite 
thy maker. 

O confider,confider I ſay thy waiesin time; labour 
to ſerue Godas 7acob did: labour toapproue thy ſelfe 
as faithfullto Godas Iacob was to his vnckle Laban: 
And ifthe weight of the labour diſcourage thee , or 
adverſity 41 951m or proſperity {educe thee ; 
then lift vpthine eyes to heaven, as 7acob did to his 


Kachell: Let heauenbe thy loue, thy. ſpouſe, the de- 
light of thine eyes,the ioy of thy heart, Behold = 
Rachel is faire, and louely, heaven is both beautifull 
fron goe before whitherthou 

meaneſt 


and glorious:Let thy de 
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meaneſt to haſten after: fuffer for a ſeaſon thy light 
aſfliction, hauing an eye to the recompence of reward; 
yct and bur alittle while, and thou ſhalt approach the 
£6 dirigendus hayen, where thou ſhalt enioy ſo much the more hap- 
eſt ſpiritus ; 
quo aliquan- Pincflc,by how much the deeper thou haſt drunke in 
docſt nuws, forrow;and by how much the more ardent. thy affe- 
Ctions haue beenetowards God in this lite, the more 
abundant ſhall thy reward be in thetife ro come; then 
ſhall thy crofles proue thy gaines, and that well- 
ſpring of toy which ſhall ever riſc in thy heart , ſhall 
{wallow vp all thy ſorrowes. 


CHAP. II. 


Shewing that there i no other way nor poſiible meancs 
10 attaine to the true eternity, but by a confident 
af fiance vpon the mercy of God 
in Chrilt. 


Vch and ſo deplorable isthe condition of every 
H 0 man conſidered in his corrupted and degenera- 
red ſtate, that albeithe bee able by that ſmall 
ſparke of naturall illumination, which 15s left in his 
mind to {ce as ina glafle darkely and obſcurcly an e. 
ternity ro comez yet is hee vrtcrly ignorant of the 
true way therevnto, neither hath he any poſlibility in 
nature to finde it our:Hee is in no better ſtate then the 
poore crceple at the poolc of Betheſda, who law the 
waters that could heale him before his eyes, but 
found nomeanesto helpe him into them. For that 
lound and perfect knowledge of the true way, which 
man was adorned with in his firſt creation, is whole- 
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ly loſt & extinguiſhed in him,he is now a meere ſfras- 

£er from thelife of God, Eph. 4. 18. dead in Treſpaſſes 

and ſinnes,Eph.1. 2.reprobate to every good worke. Tit, 

1.16.his very minde t« defiled, Tit. 1.15, bs wiſdome i : 
death,Rom.8.6.* Hcis no more able.,of hunickte'ro _— - 
lead a holy life,acceptable ro God, thenadead man is nit ex co 
ro performe the a&tions of one that is aliue: Being 9294 ipie do- 
thus diſrobed of all ſpiritual! endowments and ſauing 
grace , how ſhall hee attainetorhat roytull Ererniry, 
which his ſoule(as I haue (aid; may long for, butcan 

no way reach ? Cerrtainely there 45 no lightto lead 

him,bur char * light of the world ; no way for him. to Si Chriſtum 
take to, but that new & l:#1ng way,even him, who-harth mo _— 
ſtiled himſelfe,che way ,the truth, aud the life;norocke Mo bs 
to cleaueto,but this ſtrong foundatzon,; ng name vader tehabes, Af, 
hcauen to be faucd by ,burtthis,, euenthis-alone, Teſs 

Chriſt yeſterday and to day and the [ame forener. Hee, 

and he alone is the onely ſure , cffeCtuall, infallible 

neancs of our ſalvation : Hee alone is therrue High 
Prieft, who was once offered:orake away finnes, and 
afterthat entred into the true ſan&uary, the very Hee 

ven,to {ily re inthe {ight of God for vs, where hee & 


able perfettly to ſaue them which come unto Godby him, 
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venly will. O the infinite & in expreffible renderneſle 
ofour louing Saujour towards vs! Whenwe, like 
ſhcepe, had gone aftray,his mercy redaced vs: When 
welay wallowing inonr blood, his pitry retretht vs: 
When we were dead ih our finhes/his death 'drdreuut 
vs: and here we may tructy faywith David , his mercy 
reacheth'rothe heauens, From the heauens camethe 
price of our redemption, We were not , neither could 
weberedeemed by the blood of bulls nd goars, by 
thouf#nds of rivers of oyle, by the catrtethat are v 
athouſand moutitaines. It was not the treaſures of the 
world,the powerof men or Angels could purchaſe 
this/freedome,notking could cleanſe vs,but rhe blood 
ofthe Zambe:'He was that founraine,opened for finne 
und for vncleanefe;He was that.Sonpe of righteou fnes, 
vhat came withhealing in his wings. His were the 
wounds thavhealed vur forces; his was the backe,rhat 
bare our {orrowes; his was the price,tharquir or 
*kores;hefiinmed our Aldſhto redeerme'vs'tere,and he 
Taignes #satkitig to'crowne'ys hereatrer. Now what 
cermaines 2frer@llthis'tobe done on our partrs's Let 
wsTeſt on this #»chor ltr vs'fiy'torhis bold, and build 
anthisfpurddtivn: For no other fountittion ranany man 
Jay, then tht which is Taid, Tefas Chriſt. Tervs cat 
*eurfoules into 'the 'armes 'of ourSaviouy : Inbrachys 
Salvaroris mere wivere wy tt mori rupio , aith'S, 
Bernard': '© Yer this berour defrre : Now the gate is 
open., lervsnordeterre the rime ofenrrance.: Nowls 
 theacerpeablerime , let vs notprocraftinate rhe ſea- 
fon: Now heoffers his mercy,heſhewes his long uf- 
France ,lct'ys'nor 'rurnehis grace into bes 
ct 
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ket vs follow the counſell of the fonne of Sirach : Ec- 
clus the 5. Make no long tayrying to zurne to the Lori, 
and put not off from. day ro day: For ſuddainly thalf 
the wrath of the Loxd breake forth, and in thy ſecuri- 
ty thou ſhalt bee deſtroyed, and thou ſhalt periſhin 


vs in our practiſe: * A greatportion of our time is 
crumbled away indoing ilt,agreater part im doing no- 
thing, and our whole lite in doing that, which wee 
ſhould noe,or in marrers (as we ſay } vpon ek 
as Archimedes was. {ecure and buſte' about drawing 
lines onthe ground when Syracuſe wasraken, ſo is it 
with vs. Nowthat our- eternall ſatery laics ar, ſtake, 
we lyepuzling inourduſt,F meane,jn our worldly ne- 
gotiations: Bur for out ertfhity ſhortty approaching, 
we ſeldomeor rarely thinke'of it.” We are like May. 
tha,tronbled abour many'things', when 'one thing is 
receſfary: Burthis one thing is'thar, which ofall other 
things & leaſt regarded , andinthelaft place, Wee ſel- 
dome ſeek heauen, till death doth ſutnmionvs to teaue 
the carth: wee hage many erfafions rggull our owne 
hearts, many excuſes to proctaſfinateottr repentance; 
like Dionyſe us, the Scierljan king, whotoexcuſe him- 
(clte torthe' preſent delivery of the golden garmen 
which: he rooke from his Cod paſſe, anlyered. thi 
ſucha robe as that was,could not beet any Raſon of 
the yeare vſefultto his God: ir would not keepe him 
warmeinthe winter, &'t was too heauy for the ſunj- 
mer: So manyrhere be, faith $. Ambroſe , who play 
wah God and' with their owne ſoule, Yoymuſt not 
(lay they)ſeeke forthe vigour andlife*of religion th 
G 2 [» 


time of vengeance. But alasfarre otherwiſe ir is with + 
Magna pars 

vitz clabicur 
wale agent- 


bns,maxima 
nihul agenti- 
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agenubus, 
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the hearts of young, men; Fat yourh, as the prouerbe 

- 1s,muſt hauc his ſwinge: Newher can you expect it in 
the company of the aged: fortheir age , and thoſe dif. 
tempers,whichaccompany it,make them a burden ro 

[ / . themſclues and dullsthe edge of their intentions.vnro 

| fr devie their ſerious, vnderſtandings,: Thus both the ſum- 
; . .*%; mer andthe winter of our age are vnfit for Gods ſer. 
{ -- Vice, Butler vs notthus cheare our ſclues. If God bee 
©, God,lervs tollow ham 3 let vs nor pur off the day of 
-,- reconciliation ,ang {ay in our hearts ro morrow wee 
willdocit when.yerwe cannot tell,what ſhall bee ro 

' morrow:forwhartis ous life © It is even a vapour,thar 
appearts for a littletime and. atterwards vaniſheth a- 
way, Hence it was that <q Aacedonins , being inuired a 
day. Bore co.2 feaſt yrephedroghe mcfſenger, why 
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lafery,ycrarctound deadia the moriog.. Thus ſud- 
Aioly ar they, wraptfrom their' quierrepoſe totheir 
bt1us 


b— 


of Eternity. I 


our brittle lives, within'the {mill particle-of an houre, 
liueand ficken, and dye? yet fo grofle is onr blind- 
nefle, that from one day to another , nay from one 
yeareto anether, wee triflingly pur off the reforma- . 
rion of our lives, vnrti}l our laſt hourecreepes on vs | 
vnlookt for,and dragges vs roerernity. 

Saint Auguſtine ſtrung with all his endeavours 
againſt the backwardneſſe and flownefle ofhis owne 
heare to turne to the Lord, bitterly complained with- 
in himſclfe, @uamdin, quamdin,cr e,cr as Dnare non 
hac hora fins turpitudinis mee? Howlong {faith he) 
6 bowlong ſhall I delude my foule with'to mor- 
rowes repentance? Why ſhould not this hourerter. 
minatemy finfulnefſe? Wee are every minute at the 
brinke ot death , and every houre, rhat wee paſle 
throogh;might proue (for ought we'know) the even- 
mp vt ourwhole life, and the very clofe af our mor- 
tality,” Now if it ſhould pleaſe God' torake away 
our ſoules from vs this night;! (as ſuddenly falls out 
to ſome) what would then become of vs? Tn'what E- 
rernity ſhould wee befound? Whether amongſt the 
damned, orthe bleſſed ? Happy wereit for vs;ifwee 
were butas:caretull for the welfare of our ſoules, as 
wee are curious forthe adorning of our bodies-it our 
clothes or faces doe contraſt any blotor foiling, wee 
prelendy:endeavourto cleahſe the ſame: But'though 
ourſqutesdye inthralled inthe pellations of finne; this 
alas we feele not; it neither provokes vs'to ſhame, 
nor moues. vs to forrew. 'Wherefore-ler vs looke 
mto our hearts with a ſ&vearer-eye: Lt the ſhortnefle 
ef our daicsſtirre vs vpto theamendment'of ont tn- 
G 3 tall 
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full lines; & let the houre,wherein we haue finned,be 
the beginning of our reformation , according to that 
ot S* Ambroſe, agenda eſt penitentia, now ſolum ſolicit 
verum etiam mat ur e 4c. qur repentance muſt be, nat 
only {incere, buttimely alſo,whileſt wee haue the 
light, let vs walke as.childrea of the light : Let vs-noe 
any longer cheate our ſoulcs.in ſtudying to invenr c- 
vaſians or prerences for our finnes ; but rather lay 0- 
pen our ſores, and ſeeke tothetrue Phyſorian, that-can 
eale them. All the crearures vnder the ſunne doe 
naturally intend. ther owne preſervation and defire 
that happineſſe,which is agreeable rotheir nature - 
onely man is negligent, and impiouſly careleſſe. of 
his owne welfare, Wee (ce the Hart, when hee is ſtri- 
kenand wounded, lookes ſpeedily for acertaine: 
hearbe,well knywne vnto him by a kinde of natu- 
rall inſtinR; and when he hath found ir, applies tit 2a 
the wound, The ſwallow, when hes young ones are 
blind, knawes how to procure them their fight b 
the. vic of her Celandine: But wee alas are wounded, 
Fe lecke for no. remedy; weegoe cuſtomarily toour 
dds, to Qur tables, to-ourgaod company; but, who 
is hethat obſerues. his conſtant courſe of praicr, of 
repentance; of hearty, and fincere humiliation for his 
linness Wee goe forward till in-our old way, and 
j0gge on.inthe ſame rode: Though our judgement 
,hellchrearen , death ſtand ar the doore, yer 
wethzuſt onward ſtill, & indulcem declinamas lum. 
naſamnum;: But alas, miſerable ſoules as we are, can 
wee embrace, quiyct, reſts. and; ynimerrupred {lcepes 
with ſuch younded.confcicaces? Can wie be fo [c+ 


Cure 
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Cure, bcing ſo neare'our time? 

Bar you will ſay , wee haue paſſed already many 
nighrs without danger; no fickneſfle in the night harh 
betalne vs hitherto , why then ſhould any feare of 
death amaze orrrouble vs? | 

Admit all this , yea bee not too confident ; one 
houre may effe&thar, which a thouſand yeares could 
not produce: andrhinke wich your (clues, vehar a lit. 

tle diftance there is, berweene yourſoules and death: 
Letme aske rhe-ſtrongeft of men on earch, what cer. 
tainty oflife canſt thou promiſe thy ſelfe, feeing thar 
Cither a little bone in thy throat maychoake thee, or 
a tite:from thy houſe may braine thee, or fore ma- 
lignantayremay poyſonthee, and then where art 
thou? Thereare a thouſand waies,whereby ſuddain- 


every day our laſt, yea toaccoumt every houre the 


- period of our lives. For looke how many there 


areinthe body, ſo many windowes arethere to It 
in death: yea we'carry our deachs -conrimrally abort 
VS in eur bofomes, and who-can promiſe hitnſelfe his 
life tilltheevening? Harh'\not our owne (experience 
thownevs many, whoſe ſleepes intheir beds hauc 


" 


-prouedl fheepes vnto death ; who have 'beene carried 
tromrtheir-chambersrotheirgrane? Death doth nor 


alwaies ſend forth her harbingers to giue notice of 


"Hor comming; ſhee often preferh in 'vnlooktfor, and 


ſuddenly 


ly aman may come to his'end; andcertaine'ft4s that; yen, ns 
Moys illa-maxime mproviſaeſt, cuins vita prevedens tem abrep 

n0n fait provida, i.e. thardearhis the fuddaineſt, rats women 4 
which is not vſhered in witha foregoing preparation. weres abripi- 


Iris therefore a (pecial.pommt -of wifdome to-thinke cndum, 
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ſuddainly attached the vaprovided ſoule. Watch 
theretore,becauſe yee know neither the day, nor the 
| houre: worke whileſt yce haue the day; for the night 

comes, whercinno man can worke : looke towards 

thy evening; and caſt thy thoughts ypon that long E. 
Qualis quilq; fcrnity; Dearh firſt or laſt will apprehend thee: expect 
in hac via ittherefore atevery turne,and-of this afſurezhy ſelte, 


n—_ * as death leauerh thee,lo ſhall iudgement finde thee. 


NO — 


m> judicabi- HoW improvidently {ecurc thenare thoſe, who ſer vp 

rar. their reſt-inthe comforts of this lite, and overly-rc- 
1 ard-their eternall welfare? This is the generall care- 
, [-ſmeſle of our times. 


If a man haue a- perpetuity but of fue ſhillings 
yearely rent, whattravell and paincs and {wear, what 
i boning of his braine and exhauſting of his treaſure 
will he runne through, before he will looſe one dram 
of his right? Yerour eternall inheritance is caſt be. 
hind ys, and vndervalucd as a trifle, not worth the 
ſecking; and this ſhewes our ſmall loue toou r home: 
tor wee little eſteeme of that, which wee rake ſmall 
paincs for , All other things which conduce to our 
remporall well being, wee ſecke with circumſpecti- 
on, andenioy them with content;but matters of Eter- 
nity, wee concciue of, as things farre diſtant from vs, 
wee {ſcarcely entertaine them in our thoughts Wee 
buſy norour vnderſtandings in the ſearch of thoſe 
things which we ſee not: things preſent, and obvious 
to our ſight doc beſt affect ys ; wee are ill-(ighted vp- 
ward, wcake and dimme cyes haue wee towards hea- 
0p . | 
The truth of this appeares even-in children, who 
preſently 


_——— 


of -Eternitie. 57 


————— 


preſently even from the cradle, drinke in the,rudi- 
ments of viceithey learne to ſweare, riot, drinke and 
the like enormities with the ſmalleſt reaching; bur 
| they arevrterly indiſpoſed to any vertuous inclinati. 
ons. They ſoone apprehend what belongs to the cu- 
riofiry of behaviour, and deportment ot the body, & 
the faſhions of the times,Hoc drſcunt omnes ante Alpha 
& Beta puelli, but for Heavenand that Eternity, they 
are wholly averſe from it, they are vtterly vncapable 
okhe things aboue; they carry about them, as the li- 
very of their firſt parents, nor only an indiſpoſition, 
but a very oppoſition to goodneſle: And whereas for 
other imployments and vndertakings, they haue -cer. 
taine naturall notions in them, bending their 1ntenti- 
ons to naturall workes, ſome one way and ſome ano. 
ther, yet they have not ſo much as a naturall appre- 
henfion of the things of God. * Thus itts with chil. gee 6... 
.dren , andthus it 15 with all men, even thoſe of the gratia, przrer 
ripeſt, 3nd moſt peircing vnderſtanding , vntill the £amem nil 
light of Gods ſpirit hath ſhined on their hearts and Fas 
ur | - git aur poreſt, 
powerfully wrought ſome ſpirituall, holy diſpofiti- 
ons in them. The naturall man ({aith the Apoſtle) nez- 
ther, doth, nor can diſcerne thethings that are of God. 
O how infinitely-miſerable and deplorable 45 his 
\ ſlate, who hauing neither knowledge of the true lite, 
4 » nor poſſibility of himſelfeto finde ir-out: * yetrunnes 6, uw 
on ſecurely in his damned way, vntill he fall woeful- a parria exal- 
ly and irrevocably intothe pit, where hee will not ©2412 14. 
haue, (nonot when hee hath- vncomfortably worne 
; outmillions of yeares) theleaſt intermiſhon of ſor- 
| row, or drop of comtort, or hope. of pardon ? _ 
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on earth malcfators con demned to dye, hauethis 
comfort (though wretched ) that one houre com. 
moaly terminatesall their griefes in this lite: But rhe 
toxments of rhe damned are not concluded inan age; 
nay the end and period of ten thouſand yearcs will 
not end their ſorrowe: And this is it which addes 
moretotheir ſuffermos, eventheir vahappy know. 
tedge of the perpetuity of them; they haue not fo 
muchas any hope of releaſement. . 
Hope inthis life hath ſuch a power in it, that « Gn 
yeeld ſome comforr in the middeſt of rrouble 5 The 
tcke man,whileft his foulc is in him, he hath hope, 
bur after this life , ehis ſmallrefreſhment is denied 
the damned, all their hope is turned into deſperation. 
Fhe Prophet Damell,cap. 4. 14. heard the voice 
of an holy one, crying , hew- downe the tree, and cut 
aff his branches, ſhake of hw leaues, andcatter hu fruit, 
mewertheleſſe leaue the ſtumpe of his roote in the earth, 
Fhus ieis with memin this world faith 4»»broſe, their 
leaucsandtheir Rowers are ſhaken; their delights are 
taken-from them; bur rhe roores remaine, and rheir 
hope is not aboliſhed. Burit is norfo in het{ (ſaith he ) 
There both flower and tumpe; nay and evenall _ 
to, are banithed away from them. The day of the 
Lard,\aih the Propher Malachy, thall burnerhem vp, 
and leaue themnexher roore nor branch. The very 
hope, faith Salowmon,ot rhe wicked ſhall periſh; wha: 
ſhouldthisteachvs, but whileſtour hoperemannes to 
unpreuc-our few-daiesro our beſt advanrage,toenake 
ſtraighter paths ro ourfelnes, to abridge our mordi- 
nateappetires in-ſome meaſure of their vaine & fruit- 


lefle 
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leſſe ioyes;and with all the power of our affections 
ſtriue to attaine that bauen, where no billow ſhall at- 
fright vs, no ſtormes aſtoniſh vs, ao perills indanget 
vs? Then ſhall our diſſolution proue our, gaine, and 
ourdcach our glory: if otherwite wee perſiſt wiltully 
in the paths of our voluptuouſacſle, and ſolace our 
{clues inthe vaine toyes of our owne hearts, and in 
the ſight of our eyes; certainly ir will be bitternefle in 
the lazter end, * All our earthly delights will glide a- 
way like a ſwift river : The rezoycing of the wicked is 


ſhort ſaith 10b, and the toy of a ſinner 15 but for a mo- capa, 
ment. Though his excellency mount vpto the hea- 


ven, and his head reach vnto the cloudes, yet ſhall he 
periſh for ever like his dongue, but the righteous is 
like a ſtrong mountaine and he ſhall bec had in ever. 
laſting remembrance. 

Wherefore to draw to a concluſion,iuſt occaſion 
mighr here be taken for deploring the negligence,and 
vahappy condition of our times, Where arethere a- 
ny that take into their thoughts the due confiderars. 
on of the time to come? Where ſhall wee finde any 
truly provident for immortality? S:c plerig, vivinue, 
ac {fabula efſet omnis eternitas; wee lo liue as though 
wee conceiued of Eternity, but asof a fable, or a 
dreame; the ſweete allurements of fin doe fo ſtrange. 
ly begwle many, that by gentle degrees they oblite- 
Tate = poke mes "x in i all loucof _ and the 
very inclinations themſeluesro any thing, that may 
be truly tearmed good, 


But let vs no longer dclude our ſclues by fancying 
a perpenuty hens 4 behold the judge ſtands m—_ 
H 2 t 
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Momento b the doore: t The ſtrongeſt holds in the World will not 
re. "rem, beable to deraine vs one minute, when God ſhall be 


tas. pleaſed ro call for our ſoules:andrtherefore' ler vs be. 
CONES fore all things haue continually in our fight the laſt 
fabeamus die day: and let vs every moment fecare the puniſhinents 
em viumum, of eternal paines.. 

& momcnrtis 

fngulis fup- 

hats eiques. CHAP. 111. 

mus dolorum 


merworum,  CCertaine concluſions drawne from the ſerious ana 
devoute conſideration of Eternity, 


Thefirſt concluſion. 
 they,whorunneon in any notorious finne,did 
but rightly weigh how faſt they goe towards the 
Eternity of terments, (ſince that by the leaſt com- 

Canfe&o de- Mand or ſtroke of God, they may bee vnavoidably 

mumlicelcre, hurF'd.ro death and deftruction: } Certainely they 

edoinelig} WOuld not for all the kingdomes in Europe,forall the 

rar. treaſures of Aſia, nay-not for the whole world , de- 

terre their repentance one houre ; much lefſe would 

oy goe ſo.contidently rotheir beds, withour feare 

orhorror, being ſo neare the pits brinke; and. lyiag 

inthe dJauger of fo.great a ſinne. For what would 

irproftt a man, to winne the whole world, and loole 

a his ſoule? wherefore whoeuer thouart Nulli parcas vs 

HE I pareas anime, * what ever become of all other 

ſervare me- things, yet haue aſpeciall care for the ſalvation of thy 
Mento, pretious ſoule. 

| The ſecond concluſion. "_ 

. Thegreateft part of men doe not belieuethis Eter- 

wity, which ſhall vndoubredly follow cither in Hea- 
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ven, or Hell to all; For were they affured of that 
truth, they would ſhew more evident proofe thereot 
inthe reformation oftheir liues. Some ind#ede will 
ſeeme to credit it in their words, but deny it inthcir 
a&tions. Their apprehenſions and conceits may per- 
chance ſometimes glance at it, vpon ſomechecke of 
conſcience, it being as a thorne intheir ſides, and a 
mountaine inthcir way towards their earthly con- 
trentment; but they are ſoone taken off. Such thoughts 
haue norooting inthe ground of their hearts, but are 
ſuddenly choaked by ſome intervenicat imploy- 
ments: they are commonly nipt in their very bud, and 
killed in their birthz Sorthar they never coine ro any 


ifſue. Thus many there are, who trunne headlong and ©=6adzrer- 
blindtold rorheir long home, like the rich glutton in ync,ex qua 
the Golpell, which never began to open his eyes any nnquamex- 
looke vpwards, till he was in torment: All the while —_ 


lic liued oneatrth, his cycs were ſhut vp, and when it 
wastoo late, namely when he was throwne to hell, 
then began he to looke vpward and about him: And 
certainely it is no marvaille,this rich glurton, and ma- 
ny more like him, haſtenthus vnhappily ro-cheir vn- 
evitable downefall, 

For they goe onin a pleaſing and ealy way. And 


t they are neverſenſible that they are out of the way, 1,,;, cemo 
till chey arriuc at the end of their journey: All mile- orarſedin. 
ry lies in the cloſe of rhe day, For our of the pit is no viz. 
redemption: when once the ſoule is: ſplit vpon this (ec, (ed dilpi.- 
rocke, it giues tothe world his everlaſting farewell, cet & rerier 


according to that of [ob.cap.7:9. 45 the cloud wvaniſh- "* <mnw. 


eh and goeth away; (0 he that goes downe to the grane, 
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Arernis in- 
hianti in faſti- 
dio lunt om- 
nia trankto- 
ria e. Bern. 


all come vp no more, hee ſhall returne no more to his 
houſe, neither ſhall his place know him any more, 
The third concluſion. 

Whoſocuer ſhall deſcend into himſclfe, and take 
a ſtrict and ſerious view of this eternity, certainly 
the meditationthexeot ſoundly 70,4 rn bur 
termivate his deſires toa moderatcand ſparing frui. 
tion,cven of lawtull contentments. 

This will imbirrer his carnall mirth , take off the 
edge from his ſweeteſt delights, and at length make 
him ſay with Salomon, 1faid of laughter thou art 
madde, and of joy what doeſt thou? 

Itis recorded of LaJerws, that after his reſurreRi- 
on from the dead, he was never ſeene to laugh; The 
ſtreame of his affeRions were now turned into ano- 
ther Channell, his thoughts were fixt in heaven, 
though his body was onearth , and therefore t hee 
could not but light temporall things, when his heart 
was bent towards eternall. Oh, that wee could worke 
our hearts & ſoules to a vehement thirſt after Chriſt, 
thetruecternity! that wee could cleaue to that rocke 
with ſtedfaſtneſſe, and with vnmouecable affeions! 
For if Chriſt be ourend, our joy ſhall be endlefſe,»zl. 
lo fine regnabis cum Chriſto, ſi Chriſtus tibi finis. 

| The fourth concluſion. 

The minde of man is ſo much the more ſenſible of 
thecvill preſent, by how much lefſe it meditates on 


| the good to come. For hetharlookes towards the re. 


ward,will vilify the ſufferings. Saint Auſtin runs on 
{wcetely in bis meditations vpon this ſubieR ; .Eter- 
nall labour, ſaith he, is but an cquall compenſation 


for 
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for an crernall reſt. But if thou ſhouldeſt endare this 

erernall labour,thou could{ never arriue at thar eter- 

nall reſt: Therefore haththe mercy of God ordained 

thy ſorrowesto be temporall, thatthy ioyes may bee 
etcrnall; and yer faich he, + who 1s there, rhinkes Oft yy; .@cogi- 
God as he ought? Such thoughts are trkeforne to vs; ratio De1? ni- + 
Bur for temporall yaniries we thinke of them with de- _—_— 
tight; and enioy them with conzentment: Now, fatth ,jcarons = 
be, oke in and abourrhy ſelfe, ſee where thou art; Ver Aug. 
God hath his hooke inthy noftrills, and can plucke 
thee vp when he pleaſerh: and rhough hee ſuffer rhee mo 
(according to thy calculation) zlong rime, yer what ts in ua exuirar 
the longeſt rime of man to Gods eternity? Yea £3 noncum 
 thoughthou ſhonldeft lengthen our thy dates to Ma- hamuco piſca- 
ny hundreths of yeares; yet (Hiff rhou arr tranſitory 96 4% 


and expoſed to the common condition of alt men. 


Thenfrxethy heart on Go4, and ſo enioymgthat'cter- 
nity, thou ſhalt make rhy {clfeerernal;and be nor dif- 
couraged for thy tribulations, and daily di{quiermgs 
in this world: for ſuch is Gods foue, fach. ms abemn- 
dant kindneſſe rowards his cle that hee t corrects jure: 
them here, tothe end they might not bee conderhned revs faks- 
with the world hereafter, bon laborant quia flagelFen- nm ana 
turwvt filg,malt exaltant quia dammantur vt alient; eainqeas 
God fparerh thoſe, who are aliens from grace, but mrfakeiny, 
whom he chuſcrh, he chaſtiferh; Beenottherefore(l A 
tay) caſt downe with any crofſes whatſoever,rhat 
may befalltheeinthis life; for the things char are pre- 
fent,are temporall,bur therhings ro come are erer- 
nall. When we ſee the friends of rfhis world, the ca- 
ger embracers-of the comforts of this life, vpon every 

{lummons 
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ſummons of death ſtriue to deterre, what they cannot 
veterly avoide, their corporall diſſolutions'; oh how 
great carc, what indcfatigable diligence what reſt- 
lefſe endeavours ſhould we vie, that wee might liue 
tor ever? Let vs againe, and againe, meditate on theſe 
| things and with due carc forelte eternity, before wee 
mis cane, VnexpeRtedly fall into ir. Certaineit is, 1 all things 
tac & non pale away in this life, only eternity hath no period: 
rrankbir =- let ys redceme the time, and worke while wee baue 
ern theday;forifwceneglet good dutics here, we ſhall 
never regaine the like opportunity hereafter . This 
life(ſaithNazianzen)is as it Were our faireday or mar- 
ket day, letvsnow buy what wce want , while the 
faire laſts, While we hauc time let vs doc good vato 
Tu dorwis all men: * Happy isthe man that ſo liues here, that 
ſearempm the remembrance of his well-ſpent life may yeeld 
dormit, ſed him ioy hereafter, For otherwiſe lewis hic negletus, 
ambular iwo erermum fit diſpendium,z.c. A {mall negleRt in the or- 
=" dering oft our time in this world , will bee ſeconded 
vivune, Gcur With an gternall lofle inthe world to come. 
_— of The fift concluſion. 
riendum erix  Dcath.is the ending our daies, not of our life, For 
@cantque ea when our day ſhall cloſe, and our time ſhall beeno 
quamonſs. MOI, then ſhall our dearh conduct vs to a lite, 
rurs fecifle ſe WhICh will laſt for all Eternity: For we dye not here 
gaudebunt, - ro dye, burto liue for ever, Therefore the beſt guide 
—_ of our life is the confideration of our death:and. hee a- 
lone leads a life anſwerableto his Chriſtian profeſſi- 
on, who daily expects to leaue it. Me thinkes 'its 
ſtrange-men ould be ſo induſtriouſly carefull to a- 
voide theirdeath, and {ocarclefly improvident of - 
| c 
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life tocome, when as nothing makes death bad, bur 
thateſtate which followes it - but the-reaſon'ts, wee 
arc ſpiritually blind and ſee not, nor know, in this 
our = the + C06 that _y to our peace, wee hauc 
naturally neither fight nor feeling of the 1oyes to 
come. But when God ſhall enlighten the darkneſle of 
our mindes, and reveale his ſonne in vs when once 
the day dawneth,& that day-ſtarreariicth in our hearts 
© then our death will be our JOY and the reioycing 
of our hearts, then ſhall wee infinitely defire to bee 
diſſolued and to be with Chriſt. Let vs therefore with 
vnwearied endeavours labour to bring Chriſt home 
to our hearts, and to keepe him there. Let vs dye to 
our ſclues and to our luſts here, that ſoin the world 
rocome, we may everlaſtingly liue varo Chrift and 
in him. 
The ſixt concluſion. 

Now that we may bee the better incouraged to 
raiſe vpour indeavours to the attainement of this e- 
ternity;Letvs ina word conſider the abundant and 
the ever-flowing happineſle in the world to come; 
neithereyec hath ſeene nor eare hath heard,nor tongue 
can cxpreſle the joyes that God hath provided for the 
that loue him. Saint A»guſtine being raviſhed with 
the deſire of this life, breaketh out with an inflamed 
affection, how great ſhall that happineſſe bee , where 


Vbi nullua e- 
rc mal om, 
nullum lates 


there can be no vncleane thing, where no good can bit bonum- 


be wanting; whereevery creature doth praiſe and ad- 
mire his Creator, whoisallinall things. How great 
ſhall that reward be, where the giver of vertue ſhall 


Premium vir- 
rur1s crit iplcy 
qui virruteas 


be himſelfe, the reward of verrue : how great ſhall dedic. 
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thatabundance be, where the author of all plenty, 
ſhall be vnro-me, life and foule,and rayment, health, 
and peace, and honour, and all things; yc the end 
and complear obicct of all my defires: For in his pre. 
ſence, is the fulneſle ofjoy,and at his right hand there 
is plcaſure for evermore., How great ſhall that blef 
ſ{ednefle be, where we ſhall haue rhe Lord our debtor, 
who hath promiſed to reward our good deeds;where 
wee ſhall haue the Lord for ourportion, who vill be 
to VS, (as he was to Abraham) our exceeding great 
reward * How great ſhall thar light bee , wherethe 
Sunne ſhall no more ſhine by day, nor the moone by 
night; where God ſhall be our light, and the Zord 
our glory? How great ſhall that poſſeſſion be, where 
the heart ſhall poſleſle whatſoever it ſhall- defire, and 
ſhall never be deprived of its poſſeſſions? Here will be 
rothe Saints an abundant, everlaſting, overflowing 
banquet; no griefe can accompany it, no-forrow ſuc. 


> —— — —— em. 


Quies wows ceede it, Here is toy without fadnefle, reſt * withour 
non appeti- 
ras, 


labour, wealth withour loſſc, health without languor, 
abundance withour defect, life without death, perpc- 
tuity without corruption. Here is the bearificall pre- 
ſence of G6d, the company of Saints, the ſociety of 
Angells. Hcre are pleaſures, which the mindes of the 
beholders can neverbe wearied with; they alwaies 
lee them, andyer alwaies reioyce to ce them: Theſe 
arethe flaggons of wine which comforted'vp David, 
whenhe cried out, according to the multitude of the 
lorrowes which I had in my heart thy - comforts 
haue refreſhed my ſoulc: 1» celo eft vita vere vitals, 
In heaven, andonly in heaucn is the true lite . = 
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there our memories ſhall liue in the joyfull recorda- 
tion of all things paſt, our vnderſtandings ſhall liue 
in the knowledge of God; our wills ſhall live inthe 
fruition of all-exccllencics thatthey can wiſh tor, all 
our ſenſes ſhall abound in their ſeuerall delights. Here 
is that white ſtone, which Saint ob {peakes of, even 
oloryand immortality to them that overcome. Here 
is that water of life which our Faviour Ipeakes of, 
whereof whoſoever drinkes ſhall never thirſt againe. 
Here is that river; the ſprings whercof make glad the 
heartes of men: And how carneſtly are wee invited 
to theſe delights; come, buy wine and oylte withour 
mony? Heaven is at ſale,and thou maiſt buy itif thou Cetum ven» 
wilt, and ſhrugnot ar the greatnefle of the price, giue le et accmat- 
but thy ſelfe ro God, and thou ſhalt hane it. And dogtnr! oo 
who would not abandon his honours, his pride, his magnicudine: 
credit, his friends, nay himſelte * Who would nor ve 16 de 
be-willing to paſſe throughthe gates of Hell, and in. wb pug | 
dure infernall torments for aſcaſon, ſo he might bee 
certaine of ſo glorious and eternall an inheritance 
hereafter? Let all the divells inhell (ſairh Saint Aw- 
ſine) beſet me round, let taſtings macerate my bo- Bone lea 
dy; let forrowes oppreſle my minde; let paines con- F Rn 
ſume my fleſhy ler watchings dry me, or heat ſcorch re abijeis, 
me,orcold freeze and contract me; let all theſe, and feriendo efh- 
what can come more, happen vnto mee, ſo I may in- I 
joy my Sauiour. For how excellent ſhall the glory of me. 
the iuſt be? how great their toy,wheneuery face ſhall 
ſhine as the ſunne, When or Saviour ſhall martiall the 
yaints in thcir diſtinct orders, and ſhall renderrocvye- 
ry one according to his workes? O were thy af- 
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fections rightly ſerled on theſe heauenly manſtons, 

how abiect & vnderneath thee wouldeſt thou eſteeme 

thoſe things, which before thou ſerſt an high price 

vpon? As he which aſcends an high mountaine , 

e when hecometh tothe top thereof, findes the middle 
ſteppes low & beneath him, which ſeemed to be high 

to him while he ſtood in the bottome , ſo hee which 

ſends his thoughts to heauen, however hee eſteemed 

ofthe vaniſhing pleaſures of the world when his,heart 

lay groucling on the earth below,now inthis his tran. 

ſcendency he ſees them vnder him8&e vilthes the all in 

regard of heavenly treaſures. Ler vs therefore cheer- 
_— tully follow that adviſe of a Reverend Father : * Ler 
x emaw——2 0a vs here willingly part with that fot heauen, which we 
amnenduw muſt firſt or laſt neceſſarily leaue vponearth , and let 
R——_ all the ſtrength of our ſtudies , 32ndthe very height of 
ne iponte ef Our endeauours bee diſpended for the attainment of 
G&tribuen- eternity. For certaine it is howſoeuer wee liue here 
| like ſecure people of a fecure age, and however we la- 
viſh out the ſtrength and flowre of our daies,as it wee 

ſhould neuer account for it;yet our iudgement is moſt 

lure, and ſhall aotbee avoided > The ſentence of the 

ludge will be one day moſt affuredly publiſhed , and 

ſhall not be revoked: Wee muſt all appeare { (aith Saint 

Paul) beforethe indgement ſeat of Chriſt , that enery one 

may receaue the things done in his body , according to 

that he hath done,whether it be good or bad. Then ſhall 

our wickedneffe be broughrro light which now lies 

hid indarkneſfe, 7 ſaw the dead (faith S.lohn, Rev.20. 
12.)bothgreat and ſmall ſtand before God, and the books 

were opened and another booke was opened which is the 


booke 
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booke of life,and the dead were indged of thoſe things 
which were written in the bookes , accordime to they 
wor kes, and whoſoeuer was not found written in the book 
of life was caſt into the lake of fire. Thus it is evident, 
every man ſhall giue vp his account; euery ſoule ſhall 
firſt or laſt cometo his —_— HMultorum vocatio, 
paucorum elettio,omnium retributio, many arecalled, 
tew choſen, bur al rewarded according to their deeds. 
Oh then let vs prepare our ſelues ro meer our God, 
letvs come betore him with feare , and tremble at his 
iudgements. Feare not him (faith our Sauiour ) who 
when he hath killed the body.,, tan doe no more , but ſeare 
him,mwho can caſt both foule and body to hell, I fay him 
feare. Oh how many of the Saints of God trembled Quories diem 
andquaked when they haue medirated vpon the laſt '%== cogno 
ludgement. Hierome faith , asoft as It inke of that eve ers cp 
day,how doth my whole body quake, and my heart TimeoGehen 
wichirtme tremble? * Cyrill faith, [ ary afraid of Helf, pam Iviepe 
bccauſethe worme there dies not , and the fire neuer 
goeth out : I horribly tremble ( faith Bernard ) at the A dentibus 
teeth ofthart infernall beaſt, Who will giue to mine — 
eyes(ſaith he) a fountaine of reares;that by WCee- milco s qui 
ping here , I may prevent weeping and aſking of _ _ 
eceth hereafrer? Letrhe examples of theſe Saints of h— 
God ſtirrevp in our hearts the like affeftions. Let it vepreveniam 
be the pitch of ourdeſires, and" the higheſt ſtraine of 54d tiers 
all onrendeauours, to artaine thoſe heautly manſions i - 
which our Saviour hath prouided for vs;and to avord Momenrane « 
thoſe endlefſe,caftlefſe ames which God hath pre. un eſt quod 
Parcd for the Dinel! and his Angels.” Who would wp 10 
gaine thepurchaſe of a ſhort and rranftent ptcaſare, crucia.. | 
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atſo higha rate, as the heavy price of ercrnall fire ? 

Beſides how ſhall our render bodies,which lo ſhrinke 

at the prick ofa pin,or Afme ofa candle endure thoſe 
* kſting preſſures? | . 

F- Whocan dwell ( ſaighthe Prophet ) with-eternall 
fire, whocanabide with-eucrlaſtivg burnings? Oh, lee 
vs ſet before our: eyes the judgement to come, and 
wharſocuer we finde our {clues worthy to be condem. 

_  nedforyby the juſt Iudge atthat day.Let vs firſt, con- 
CORE demne our (clues; for where mans conuerſion begins, 
convecſio there Gods di{pleaſuxemaketh his period. Excellent 
precurrat hu- j5 that aduile of S., Gregory weigh (faith hc )and con{i- 
Es: der theerrorsot thy life whilcthy cyneſcrucs; Tremws 
Culpam twam ble-arthar ſtrict = ——— to.come while thou haſt 
(m_— health,lcaſt thou-heare that butter ſentence ( Goe yee 
—_—_— furu- £7 ſed,) goe- forth againſt thee when is ro0 Jatg, Did 
zi wdicu(dum qmanikngowe whattunehcſhould leauethe warld, hee 
ar tec might proportion his ximc,lomero pleaſure, & {ome 
amaram, ſen £0 TEpcntance.] Bur hee tharhath promiſed pardon t$ 
rentian®ud- the pertitent,. hath not aſſuredthe finner ot an houres 
aocom ow” life. Since therefore we canneicher prevent, nor fore- 
das. lcedeath , let ys alwaics, expec-it,,and prouide for it, 
| Letvsdyeto: ur finnes-here,-that wee may liue to 

Chriſt hereafter, and1ct vs ſuffer with Chriſt in this 

world, that we may rcigyce and raigne with himim 

the, woridrocome, Reruſat e{/4 11:c07p01 £,441 nou vault 
0dom ſuſtinere gum capite. When we departihis lite, 

We g0C-to ancrernity, toanctcernity: I lay, which ſhall 

ncuercnd,tgan ereraity que facit pmne bonum infinite 

melins,ergmne malyum effi maleſtius, which ma- 


keth cucrygoodaaioninfinicely, better, and, euery - 
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vill action infinitely worſe. Oh the vnhappineflc and 
everlaſting woe of choſe men, who preterre the (mall 
and trifling things of this life ,-betore rhe crernall 
weight of glory hereafter: who to enioy the ſhort 
comfort of a miſerable life here, are content to looſe 
the preſence of Godand ſociety of Angells hereafter, 


% 
s A PRAYER. 

Mercifull Cod t hou that art the eternal truth, the 

true charity , and lone eternity , ſo illuminate the 
blindneſſe of our vnderſtandings that the ſertous conſi- 
deration of our ſhort and tranſitory miſeries which wee 
run through in this life May arine vs to amore feeling 
apprehenſion of thoſe eternall paines which abide ws in 
the world to come Settle our hearts w1pon the true toy, 
teach 15 ſotopeſſeſſe theſe tranſient things, that we looſe 
not the enduring ſubſtance, (o to lament our ſinnes ,that 
we may eſcape the puniſhment,ſo to proceed in the way, 
that we fayle not of our tournies end, Amen, Amen, 


FINIS. 
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